BABYLON’S DESTRUCTION.   (Jeremiah 49-52)

Millions of people around the world today are discussing the prospect of a war against Iraq.  Will it happen?   Or won’t it?  If it does, what will be the outcome of such a war?  Does the Bible predict such a war?  And why would God allow it? Numerous scriptures in Jeremiah may reveal some answers.

Scripture Text:

Jeremiah ch 50 v 1-4

Tell all the world that Babylon will be destroyed her god Madok will be utterly disgraced for a nation shall come down upon her from the North, with such destruction that no one will live in her again.  All shall be gone, both man and animals shall flee.

Verse 5, which is inevitably linked with the previous verses, introduces a different subject which is all part of the overall scenario.  It relates to the effect of the war upon the nation of Israel.

Then in those days and at that time, the people of Israel and Judah shall join together weeping and seeking Jehovah their God.  They shall ask the way to Zion and start back home again. Come they will say, let us be united to Jehovah with an eternal pledge that will never be broken.

The History Of Babylon

Originally the name Bab (Gate) El (God) was meant to convey a gate or way to God.            The tower was not literally mean to “reach to the heavens” rather it had strong astrological implications and was dedicated to reading and studying the future from the stars.

However in Hebrew the name is derived from the root balal ("to confound") and has reference to the confusion of tongues by Jehovah at the Tower (Gen 11:9). Thus the biblical writer refutes any God-honoring connotation of the name. The biblical account ascribes the founding of the ancient prehistoric city of Babylon by the descendants of Cush and the followers of Nimrod (Gen 10:8-10). This statement distinguishes the people who founded the city (evidently the Sumerians) from the Semitic-Babylonians who afterward possessed it.

Babylon was situated along the Euphrates River about 485 kilometers (300 miles) northwest of the Persian Gulf and about 49 kilometers (30 miles) southwest of modern Baghdad in Iraq. The city must have been built some time before 2300 B.C., because it was destroyed about that time by an invading enemy king. This makes Babylon one of the oldest cities of the ancient world. Gen 10:10 mentions Babel as part of the empire of Nimrod.

According to Gen 10:9, the founder of Babylon was Nimrod, but among the Babylonians, it was Merodach who built the city, together with Erech and Niffer (Calneh) and their renowned temples. The date of its foundation is unknown, but it certainly went back to primitive times, 

Gen 10:9-10

"Like Nimrod, a mighty hunter before the LORD." 10The first centers of his kingdom were Babylon, etc

Hammurabi (c. 1728-1686 B.C.) exalted Babylon as his capital. He adorned the cities of Asshur and Nineveh. His reign was one of great prosperity, advance in astronomy, architecture, mathematics, and literature. The city of Babylon did not reach the height of its glory, however, until the reign of Nebuchadnezzar II (605-562 B.C.). Nebuchadnezzar made the city splendid, and the king's own inscriptions are concerned largely with his vast building operations.

The city of Babylon also contained a palace complex, or residence for the king. On the northwest side of this palace area, the famous terraced "hanging gardens" may have been situated. According to tradition, Nebuchadnezzar built these gardens for one of his foreign wives to remind her of the scenery of her homeland.

Babylon's glory reflected the king's imperial power. Captured kings were brought to his court at Babylon. These included the Judean kings Jehoiachin (2 Kings 24:15) and Zedekiah (2 Kings 25:7). During the reign of Nabonidus (555-539 B.C.), while Belshazzar was co-regent (Dan 5), the city surrendered to the Persians without opposition. The splendid Babylonian Empire of Nebuchadnezzar was destined soon to fall. He was succeeded on the throne by Amel-Marduk (561-560), the evil-Merodach of 2 Kings 25:27.

Babylon fell to Cyrus of Persia, and from that time on the decay of the city began. Xerxes plundered it. Alexander the Great thought to restore its great temple, in ruins in his day, but was deterred by the prohibitive cost. During the period of Alexander's successors the area decayed rapidly and soon became a desert. From the days of Seleucus Nicator (312-280 B.C.), who built the rival city of Seleucia on the Tigris, queenly Babylon never revived.

One of the things that Saddam Hussein has done in the last few years is to meticulously rebuild the ancient city of Babylon.  Why has he done that, as a tourist attraction?  No.  It is because Saddam Hussein, (who incidentally is known in Israel as “so dam insane”)  has rebuilt the city of Babylon because he believes that he is a modern manifestation of Nebuchadnezzar. Three years ago,  at the completion of the rebuilding of Babylon, Saddam Hussein actually rode in a chariot that was a perfect replica of Nebuchadnezzar’s chariot to the finest detail, including  the actual number of horses that Nebuchadnezzar used.  Saddam Hussein rode through the streets of Babylon in this chariot and proclaimed to the Iraqi nation that he is the second manifestation of Nebuchadnezzar.

Why did he do this?  Obviously because he has great admiration for Nebuchadnezzar and is determined to emulate him.  Nebuchadnezzar is one of the most famous Kings of Babylonia.  He was known above all as a warrior, a violent fighting man.  Two of his greatest achievements were; the rebuilding of Babylon to it’s ultimate glory and the destruction of the Temple of Solomon and the city of Jerusalem. 

The city of Babylon, has not existed for more than 2,300 years.  Saddam Hussein who believes himself to be the Second Nebuchadnezzar  has recently restored it. His motives for doing so are to emulate Nebuchadnezzar first in glorifying Babylon. Secondly, in destroying the heart of Jewish faith. (Jerusalem) This ambition greatly displeases Jehovah God and will incur His wrath.

In the Old Testament the prophetic books of Isaiah and Jeremiah predicted the downfall of the city of Babylon. This would happen as God's punishment of the Babylonians because of their destruction of Jerusalem and their deportation of the citizens of Judah (Isa 14:22; 21:9; 43:14; Jer 50:9; 51:37). 

The first foundations of Babylon were laid in Genesis chapter 10 by Nimrod, who is a type of the anti-Christ.  The reason that Babylon came into existence was that the ungodly, humanistic people of that day had determined to build a tower of which they said “who’s top shall reach unto heaven” and they called it “Babel”.  Bab means gate, El means God.   i.e. “Gateway to God.” They weren’t naïve enough in those days to think that they could actually build a tower that architecturally could reach heaven.  No. That wasn’t in their minds, it was built with astrology in their minds.  It was an astrological icon and on the top of the Tower of Babel were the signs of the zodiac.  This marked the earliest humanistic obsession with astrology. They believed that by following astrology and the signs of the zodiac, they could anticipate and even control the future.  So it was with an anti-God inspiration that the evil Nimrod began to build the tower which he called “Babel” the gateway to God. Later there is a Hebrew name for Babel (babal) which means “confusion”.  When God saw what they were doing with the Tower of Babel, He came down and confused their languages and scattered the people because they were not merely building a tower.  They were planning a generational rebellion against God.  It was the birth of humanism in all its forms.

Incidentally the modern “New Age” movement is another form of that same humanistic philosophy.  Also much of “save the earth” philosophy today, is also an expression of humanism.  The reason why the “save the earth” people are getting so involved against the war is not because they care so much for the environment but because they are anti-God. They embrace a humanistic philosophy that says there is no God and we can manage the earth and the universe without any God.  They are in rebellion against God.  Many of the protestors who are in the streets today claiming to be concerned with human rights and humanitarianism, are also anti God.

Rom 1:25.

These people have exchanged God’s truth for a lie. So they have become ungodly and serve what is created rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen!

Nebuchadnezzar glorified Babylon, - destroyed Jerusalem and Solomon’s Temple.  Saddam plans to do the same!

Babylon Is The Centre And Heart of Iraq

Geographically.

The city of Babylon in it’s restored glory is only 30 miles South West from Baghdad.  

As A Religious Concept

Also Babylon is the centre of modern Iraq religiously, by implication because of it’s involvement with Islam, and because of Nimrod’s historic involvement back in the early beginning. In the 16th century there came an Islamic prophecy with regards to a Muslim messiah who is called “El Mahdi”.  This prophecy said that El Mahdi, who incidentally was a Khalif back in the early years of Islam.  Islamic history has no record of what happened to him.  It does not record his death, he just disappeared and Moslem belief is that he never died but stayed alive until now and is hidden somewhere in the world right now waiting to manifest himself.  That prophecy back in the 16th century said that El Mahdi cannot manifest himself and rule the world for Islam until the land of Israel has been rid of every Jewish person. So the agenda of Islam right now is to eradicate every Jewish life in Israel so that El Mahdi can manifest himself and Islam can take over world domination.  So politically and ideologically Babylon is the centre of Iraq.

Politically And Ideologically
We have to understand that Islam is not only a religion.  There are many voices around us today that are saying that Islam is a peace loving religion.  It might be, but that is not it’s total expression.  Islam is not just a religion in the way that some people view Christianity as just a religion.  When they see people going to Church once or twice a week and singing hymns and reading their Bibles, they feel that religion has no real connection with politics.  What we have to understand is that Islam is not a religion in that sense, but that Islam is also a political ambition and the political ambition of Islam is to literally rule and dominate the world.  So when they talk about Islam being a peace loving religion, you can take that however you wish but you have to remember that Islam is also tied to several expressions of what is called Jihad or holy war and the strongest of those expressions is the determination that Islam will conquer, dominate and rule the world and Sharia law will be established all across the earth and every nation will become Muslim and they are not just doing that by religious propaganda.

Iraq’s Obsession With Weapons Of Mass Destruction

Let me speak for a brief while about the non-conventional weapon programme of Saddam Hussein, which dates back to 1974.  In 1974 Saddam Hussein was endeavouring to build weapons of mass destruction and in those days he called the whole project “Project Babylon”.  That’s significant, isn’t it?    He has spent multi billions of dollars over the last 30 years building up weapons of mass destruction and because of that the Iraqi population has been deprived of welfare.  The largest part of Iraqi’s budget, with all their massive oil income is spent on building an arsenal of weapons of mass destruction. When you look on television a pathetic picture of a child in Baghdad dying of cancer and they say “this child is dying because of sanctions against Iraq” don’t believe that.  Those children have been deprived and suffering long before sanctions were established.  The real reason is that Iraq has spent almost all it’s money on weapons of mass destruction.  

Sufficient To Destroy The Whole World Population  

A number of years ago it was judged that Iraq had sufficient chemical and biological weapons to destroy all humanity. Thankfully she has never yet had  nuclear weapons which and for that we have to thank Israel who undertook one of the most daring bombing raids of all time when they bombed the nuclear facility in Iraq. Ironically this  raised the ire and indignation of the whole world who condemned them for doing it.  Let me tell you though that if they hadn’t done that, the scenario that we are facing today may well have been history by now.  But at that time several years ago, it was judged by authorative sources that Saddam Hussein had sufficient chemical and biological weapons to destroy the world population six times over.  There are 6 billion people in the world today, if there were 36 billion he would still have enough weapons to destroy the whole human race.  

Which is why in one of these scriptures in Jeremiah 51 v 25  God says “I am against you O destroying mountain who destroys the whole earth declares Jehovah”  

Now what that literally means is “who has the power” to destroy the whole earth.  Ask yourself this question, why would a man and a nation spend all these years and all this money building weapons of mass destruction?  These are offensive weapons, not defensive weapons that he has been building up.  This programme that started in 1974,  has never ceased, it still continues until today.  But Almighty God who reveals himself in these prophecies by the name Jehovah, (very few English speaking people call God Jehovah, but the reason I’m using it so frequently is to distinguish between Jehovah God and Allah.)  One of the ruses of Islam today is to try to persuade the Western world that they are one and the same.  So in the western world they call Allah, -God but in their own world they call him Allah.  They are doing this to persuade us that we are one and the same, that we worship the same God.  Jehovah and Allah are diametrically different and opposed to each other. They are absolutely and completely different.

God’s Power to Destroy Kingdoms

In Jeremiah 51 v 20  God says you (Israel) are my war club, my weapon for battle.  With you I shatter nations, with you I destroy Kingdoms.  

If you don’t believe in Jehovah and the validity and accuracy of the Bible, just start reading history, because in the history of the human race there have been mighty kingdoms that have appeared to be so strong that they would be indestructible and everlasting. Yet one after another they have disappeared so that today people in our modern world hardly know that there were such empires in history.  For example, Egypt, was one of those great empires.  Babylon was another of those empires that stretched all the way to the gulf.  Rome was so powerful at one stage she was threatening to rule the whole world but she disintegrated within a few years.  Spain also was a tremendous colonial power with colonies all over the world.  When Germany began the launching of the so-called third Reich under Adolf Hitler they prophesied that they would rule the world for 1000 years, and it looked like they had the power to do it.  Partly because the western world was burying its head in the sand like they want to do today.  

Neville Chamberlain, the Prime Minister of Britain 1939, went to Germany and talked to Adolf Hitler and various others and came back to Britain and proclaimed “Peace in our time” and within months Hitler had conquered Poland, Czechoslovakia, all of those eastern European states and only 21 miles of channel separated him from Britain.  Yet Germany soon disintegrated.  

What have all these Kingdoms have in common?  They all have in common that they were once mighty Kingdoms dominating huge areas of the world and secondly they all have in common that they have since disappeared.  Thirdly the reason for their disappearance has been because of their anti attitude towards Israel.  Look in history books, there is no other explanation.  A few years ago, Britain was said to be an empire on which the sun never set.  In other words it was so vast that somewhere in 24 hours of the day the sun was shining on the British empire but now Britain herself is a second rate nation and the empire is history.  Why?  Because of it’s deceitful attitude towards the Jews. 

Now God says to Israel, you are my war club.  He’s not saying to Israel, you will destroy kingdoms.  He’s saying I will destroy kingdoms using you. Israel is like a glove, but a glove is useless without a hand inside it.  Israel is a tiny nation with 6 million people with one of the tiniest land territories in the whole world and yet they are the reason for the destruction of all these kingdoms down through history.

This next section I want to share with you is really unique because in Jeremiah 50 and 51 I believe that the prophet Jeremiah predicts the structure of the type of army that will destroy Babylon.  

God’s War Strategy

1. Appoint A Commander

Jer. 51v27 says appoint a commander to lead the attack.  

In other words, an individual is literally the head of this army.  In history, that individual was King Cyrus, but in our modern context I believe that George W Bush is the commander that has been raised up to lead this attack.  He is the dominant personality that is driving this war effort. He is I believe, the fulfilment of this scripture.  Now I believe that George Bush is a Christian, but I don’t believe that he has been raised up because he is the personification of Christian idealism.  I believe that he is a Cyrus, that God has put his hand upon and raised  up and George Bush is risking his future position as the president of the United States of America to push this war on Babylon.  Likewise Tony Blair, is risking his political future and position as Prime Minister.  Now why are they doing this?  Oh we know the answer to that somebody says…they want Iraq’s oil.  America only imports 16% of her oil now!  In a few years when they tap into the oil of Alaska she will not need oil from any other part of the world.  It isn’t oil!  Neither is it because America wants to dominate the world.  I do not believe that.  I believe it’s because God is using President Bush as his Cyrus.  He is using this alliance of nations as his war club to destroy Babylon, which has been anti Jehovah God from the days of Nimrod in Genesis chapter 10.

A Strong Nation from the north

Now immediately north of Iraq is Turkey, but Turkey isn’t the only nation north of Iraq.     The whole northern hemisphere is north of Iraq.  Iraq is in the Middle East; it isn’t in either of the northern or southern hemispheres in a sense geographically.  The scripture uses the definite participle in the great nation of the north.  What is the great nation of the north?  What is the only superpower today in the northern hemisphere? The United States of America.  So first of all He says appoint a commander, an individual and secondly He says involve the great nation from the north.  

Thirdly in Jeremiah 50 v 9 He says an alliance of nations from the north.  This includes the United Kingdom, it also includes Spain, Poland, Romania and several other nations that are joining, but there is an alliance of nations still from the north.  

Then in one other scripture in Jeremiah 50 v 41 the prophet said, “great nations, many kings even from the ends of the earth” Now where is the ends of the earth as far as the north is concerned?  It’s the south and from the Middle East, Australia and New Zealand are the ends of the earth. Geographically if you fly from the Middle East to the ends of the earth you come to Australia After that you are on your way back again.  

I believe that Prime Minister John Howard is also a man who has been raised up for this day and for this time.  A few years ago he was a little treasurer in the Liberal party and when he ran for Prime Minister everybody said, “he’ll be no good he’s too insignificant” Now, he has risen to be in every respect a world Statesman.  Why?  Because I believe God had a job for him to do and he’s brave enough and got the guts to do it.  This is not a political thing we’re just talking about what the Bible says.  Don’t you think it is unique, to identify in this prophecy four things.  First of all, appoint a commander, an individual.  Secondly, a great nation from the north.  Thirdly an alliance of nations from the north,  fourthly that that alliance would include leaders from the end of the earth. (Australia)

God’s War Plan

1.  Missiles From “Afar.”   Jer 50:26.  

26. Come against her from the farthest border; Open her storehouses; Cast her up as heaps of ruins, And destroy her utterly; Let nothing of her be left.  NKJV

Jeremiah 50 v 26.  God says “come against her” another version says “attack her from the farthest border.Open her storehouses, cast her out as heaps of ruins and destroy her utterly.  Let nothing of her be left.”   

Let’s look at this, it says attack her from the furthest border.  The furthest border of Iraq is the Kuwait border.  In Bible days there is no way that an army could have attacked Babylon from the Kuwait border.  The bow and arrow was the most sophisticated powerful weapon in those days and it probably had a range of 150 yards, but the prophet says “attack her from the furthest border and he goes on to say open up her storehouses with those arrows.  Now the storehouses are not silos containing food, but armouries, containing weapons.  Many of them are underground and that’s why the inspectors have had such a job to find them.  They are conveniently, deceitfully buried underground but with the modern missiles which are not this time computer controlled and guided they are satellite controlled and cannot only find their target on the ground but they can be programmed to the degree that they will penetrate the surface of the earth to the depths that will be required to destroy the armouries. All of us saw the Gulf War on TV and were shocked at the capacity of weapons today compared to WW2 How did Jeremiah know that in the days when his prophecy would be fulfilled it would be possible to attack Babylon from it’s furthest borders down by Kuwait and open up the storehouses in Babylon by missile attack?  He says of these storehouses let nothing be left,

2.Revenge for The Towers” Destruction.  Jer 50:15

This is an interesting scripture Jeremiah 50 v 15 “shout against her on every side”    “She surrenders, her towers fall down, her walls are torn down”. 

I believe this refers to exacting vengeance for destroying the towers of the World Trade Centre in New York. 

There are references to this in Isaiah 30. 

Isa 30:25. In the day of great slaughter, when the towers fall  (NIV)

Since this is the vengeance of Jehovah take vengeance on her to do as she has done to others.  Now it’s an interesting thing that in the scriptures the reference to towers are very limited.  They occur very infrequently, but back in Isaiah Ch 30;25. there is a reference which I believe is to the attack on the World Trade Centre and it speaks about “in the day of great slaughter, when the towers fall”.  Read Isaiah Chapter 30.

Isaiah 30:13,14, says like a “high wall, cracked and bulging that collapses suddenly in an instant”.  It will break in pieces like pottery shattered so mercilessly that among it’s pieces not a fragment will be found for taking up coals from a hearth or scooping water from a cistern. It also says with burning angry and dense clouds of smoke the place would be hidden.  This is a reference to the attack on the towers of the trade centre but here’s another reference in Jeremiah that says “the towers in Babylon will fall” now the tower in Babylon is the tower or Ziggurat which has been erected in memorial to the Tower of Babel and I believe that is at least one of the towers that will be destroyed.  It’s interesting that the scripture links the attack on the World Trade Centre with Saddam Hussein and it also links it with an attack on Jehovah and says that Jehovah will take vengeance by doing to Iraq what she has done to others by destroying her towers.

3. UN Diplomacy Fails. Jer 51:8-9

8. Babylon will suddenly fall and be broken. Wail over her! Get balm for her pain; perhaps she can be healed. 

9"`We would have healed Babylon, but she cannot be healed; let us leave her and each go to his own land, for her judgment reaches to the skies, it rises as high as the clouds.'  NIV

Jeremiah 51 v 8 & 9 the prophet said, “Wail over her, get balm for her pain” perhaps Iraq can be healed “to heal Babylon, but she cannot be healed, let us leave her and each go to their own land for her judgement reaches to the sky, it rises as high as the clouds”  What is all this hypocritical talk about getting United Nations approval, someone tell me, what has the United Nations ever done to alleviate suffering under dictators.  What about Sudan as one example? Over the last 20 years something like 3 million Christians have been martyr in Sudan.  Some of them crucified, upside down and what has the United Nations done?  What have the UN done about a vicious dictator in Zimbabwe who is purposefully and systematically destroying millions of Ndebele people through planned starvation? The UN talked about it, they’ve debated it,  but they have done NOTHING..  

The UN has passed more censures against the tiny nation of Israel than against any other nation on earth.  50% of her negative verdicts against nations have been against Israel, and believe me the target now in this whole thing is Israel.  If we join ourselves with the United Nations we will find ourselves involved in an attempt to destroy Israel within the next ten years.  This is the time to stand up and be counted.  This is the time to not just sing hymns and choruses of glory hallelujah, but to stand up in the name of the Lord and become warriors in the army of God and say we stand with God, we stand with Israel, we stand against the enemies of Israel.  We stand in prayer and faith and positive confession against all the works of the evil one.  Diplomacy will fail miserably, “we would have healed her, but she cannot be healed” there is no diplomatic situation. Every time they talk about diplomacy Saddam can’t sleep for laughing.  He’s got them right in the palm of his hand.

4.  Human Shields Become As Women.  Jer 50:37

37. A sword against her horses and chariots and all the foreigners in her ranks!

They will become women.  NIV

The fourth thing is an interesting one because I believe it refers to the human shields that have become part of this scenario.  In Jeremiah 50 v 37  God says “a sword against her horses and chariots and all the foreigners in her ranks, they will become as women”.  It’s not decrying womanhood in any way, it’s basically saying that in Bible days war was always a man’s role.  There were no women soldiers.  Men were supposed to be macho and fight, the women were supposed to be more sensitive and cry, but here’s the interesting thing, that Jeremiah should even point this out about the foreigners in her ranks.  How many foreigners are still in Baghdad today?  They’ve been leaving by the thousands.  They’ve been going by the road to Jordan.  They’ve been flying by air to every part of the globe.  The only foreigners left in Iraq today are the human shields and the press corp.  The human shields are actually being thrown out.  Five of them were evicted last week because they were talking the wrong way to the rest of the human shields.  They were saying you know we don’t really want to die, we just want to make a protest here.  We certainly don’t want to be human shields at the power plant or the water installation plant, we’d rather be with the mothers and babies.  Listen, the hospitals won’t be safe because Saddam Hussein puts his army personnel in hospitals and orphanages.  He’s got his own human shields, but these human shields, God bless them, have gone in their hundereds to Iraq and Baghdad and they are presently leaving in their hundereds and there’s just a few of them left, and this is what it says “they will become as women” they’ll fail in their courage, which is exactly what they are doing,  and they will leave.

Let me just say something else about the protestors in the street around the world. What would convince me of their sincerity is when they all go to Baghdad and protest in the streets of Baghdad.  If they are really anti war, Saddam is only  the one who can solve that, all he has to do is come clean.  He sent many of his weapons of destruction into Syria and he’s got them in other parts of the Middle East, all he has to do is come clean and the threat of war will be gone.  Why don’t the protestors take a flight to Iraq and march through the streets of Baghdad?  For the same reason that the human shields are leaving and being kicked out, because they are realising eventually that they can’t comply with what Saddam would want to do with them, which is to use them for political mileage.

5.  Many Iraqi Soldiers Will Die.  Jer 51:3-5

Do not spare her young men; completely destroy her army. 

4They will fall down slain in Babylon, fatally wounded in her streets. 

5For Israel and Judah have not been forsaken by their God, the LORD Almighty,

though their land is full of guilt  before the Holy One of Israel.   NIV

Interestingly, it doesn’t mention civilians.  It specifically mentions that soldiers will die.  I believe that the attack will be so well executed, the targets will be so precise and specific that relatively few civilians will die, except for the people such as the human shields that Saddam would like to put in the strategic parts of his nation.  They will die. 

6.  Iraqi Soldiers Hide In Their Barracks.  Jer 51:30

30. Babylon's warriors have stopped fighting; they remain in their strongholds.

Their strength is exhausted; they have become like women. Her dwellings are set on fire; the bars of her gates are broken. NIV

I believe that refers to the so called Republican guard, the elite of Saddam’s army, his bodyguards.  “Babylon’s warriors have stopped fighting, they remain in their strongholds or in their barracks, their strength is exhausted, they have become like women, her dwellings are set on fire, the bars of her gates are broken, they’ll retire to their barracks but their barracks will be destroyed as well.  The gates and the bars behind which they’ll hide will also be destroyed.

7.  It Will Be A Quick Victory.   Jer 51:7-8

7. Babylon was a gold cup in the LORD's hand; she made the whole earth drunk.The nations drank her wine; therefore they have now gone mad. 

A Sudden Attack And A Sudden Victory.  

Jeremiah 51 v 8 says “Babylon will suddenly fall and be broken”  I don’t expect this war to go on for a long time I think the actual war may last for a period of a few weeks if that.  It will be a sudden thing, because the opening salvoes of guided missiles and bombing raids that is designed to strike shock and awe into the population will exactly do that and there will be a fear striking their hearts that will cause them to surrender.  It will be a sudden victory.

8. Not Even Foundations Will Remain.  Jer 51:25-26

25"I am against you, O destroying mountain, you who destroy the whole earth,"

declares the LORD. "I will stretch out my hand against you, roll you off the cliffs, and make you a burned-out mountain. 

26No rock will be taken from you for a cornerstone, nor any stone for a  foundation, for you will be desolate forever,"  declares the LORD. NIV

Now this is speaking is Babylon but I believe this is also referring to Baghdad which is the political centre of this religious and political philosophy.  Listen to this interesting scripture: God says “I am against you, O destroying mountain, you who have the power to destroy the whole earth declares Jehovah.  I will stretch my hand out to you, roll you off the cliffs and make you a burnt out mountain.  No rock will be taken from you for a cornerstone, nor any stone for a foundation for you will be desolate forever.  

In Biblical terms the word mountain often refers to religious strength.  In primitive days men believed that the higher the mountain they ascended the closer to God they were and the closer to heaven and this analogy is used by the Lord Himself when He says in Isaiah chapter 2 and Micah chapter 4, He says “in the last days the mountain of the Lord will be exalted above all the mountains of the earth”  

Now that doesn’t mean physically in terms of literal height, it’s in terms of power and authority.  The mountain of the Lord are the Mount of Olives and Mount Moriah and they are two of the smallest mountains in the world in height but they will be exalted in authority above all the religious systems of the world in the last days. He says from being a destroying mountain, which has the capability of destroying the whole earth “I will make you a burnt out mountain”.

9. Babylon Will Never Again Be Inhabited.  Jer 50:13

13. Because of the wrath of the LORD She shall not be inhabited, But she shall be wholly desolate. Everyone who goes by Babylon shall be horrified And hiss at all her plagues.  NKJV

10.  Even Syria May Become Involved.  Jer 49:23-27

23"The cities of Syria are stricken with fear, for they have heard the news of their doom. Their hearts are troubled like a wild sea in a raging storm. 24Damascus has become feeble, and all her people turn to flee. Fear, anguish, and sorrow have gripped her as they do women in labor. 25. O famous city, city of joy, how you are forsaken now! 26. Your young men lie dead in the streets; your entire army shall be destroyed in one day," says the Lord Almighty. 27"And I will start a fire at the edge of Damascus that shall burn up the imperial palace.

Why does Syria have cause to be so afraid?  Because according to Israeli intelligence, which is arguably the best in the world, many of Saddam’s weapons of mass destruction, were moved by road into Syria and much of his weaponry is presently at this moment in Syria and in Damascus, under the auspice of the Syrians.  The Syrians have a reason to be nervous at the present time because one of the things that they may think to do in the emotional disturbance of what transpires, they may think that this is their moment to attack Israel because they are only a few miles over the border and they have all these weapons from Iraq this would be their moment to attack Israel.  If they do Israel will respond, everyone knows that for many years Israel has had nuclear warheads and the missiles to launch them and they are directed to every capital city in the Arab world and with the press of a button, so to speak, they could wipe out every capital city in the Arab world, certainly they could wipe out Damascus in an instant.  That may happen, or it may be a scenario for later.

Some Results Of The Victory

1.  The first result will be that Babylon’s threats and influence will be destroyed forever.  You are not going to hear any more from Saddam Hussein.  Not only of Saddam Hussein, but the spirit of Nimrod and Babel, the spirit of anti Christ and anti Israel from that perspective from that direction will be destroyed forever.  Saddam’s days are numbered.

2.  The whole Islamic world will be thrown into confusion.  The basic Islamic belief is that Allah is so almighty that he ordains and decrees everything, both good and evil. If you mix with Moslems at all one of the words you will hear frequently is “Inshallah” it means “if Allah wills” and they live by that so dedicatedly that if you would say to a Moslem for instance “I believe you are going to Brisbane tomorrow” he would say “inshallah” If Allah wills it.  Because Allah ordains everything when this army is defeated, this Islamic army the question will be why did Allah ordain the defeat of a Moslem army?  And that will throw them into confusion as to whether Allah is literally all powerful or not and if they still believe that he is, why would he destroy what is apparently the best opportunity for eradicating Israel?   It will throw them into a quandary; they will begin to wonder if Allah is really the one true god.  I believe that millions of Muslims all over the world will begin to seek afresh who is the true God and they will discover Jehovah as the true God and they will turn to Him and they will turn to His Messiah, as distinct from El Mahdi, the Muslim Messiah in time millions of Muslims will honour Jehovah.

3.  Israel will also turn to Jehovah afresh.  When we speak of Israel today with 6 million people, the majority of them being Jews.  Some people think that there are angels on duty in the streets.  No the Israelis are not angels and they are not truly believers. The majority of Israelis today are secular agnostics.  Many of them believe the concept that God died in the holocaust.  If God could have allowed six million Jews to perish in the holocaust how can there be a God.  They talk about Jehovah historically but they don’t believe in Him presently and actively.  But when this war is finished against Babylon and this threat against Israel is diverted many Jewish people will begin to seek for Jehovah afresh.  

One of the first verses we read says that they will say to one another, 

“Which is the road to Zion?”    Now Zion is many things, Zion is the whole state of Israel in some contexts.  In other contexts it is the city of Jerusalem but the real basic meaning of Zion is Mount Zion and it is associated with praise and worship of Jehovah the song of Zion.  It is also the mountains around Jerusalem of which Mt Moriah is part and this was the place that Jesus died. For the sins of the world and when the Jews begin to say tell us about the road to Zion, they are hungering not only for a fresh encounter with Jehovah God but with His Messiah, Yeshua Ha Mashiach.

Another result of the victory, 

Jeremiah 50 v 4 & 5 “Then at that day and at that time the people of Israel and Judah shall join together weeping and seeking the Lord their God they shall ask the way to Zion and they shall start back home again.  Come they will say, let us be united to Jehovah with an eternal pledge that will never be broken again.  

This is the beginning of the prophesied spiritual restoration of Israel. This restoration will finally culminate in Zecheriah 12.  This is the beginning of the lifting of the blindness from their eyes.  When they see the active power of God revealed in the demolition of Babylon, many Jews will begin to seek Jehovah God afresh.

Jeremiah 50 v 33 & 34  This is what the Lord Almighty says, “the people of Israel are oppressed and the people of Judah as well.  All their captors hold them fast refusing to let them go.  

This is the scene of Israel today, everyone’s accusation is against Israel.  Many people in Israel believe that after the war on Babylon, Israel will be the next nation to be attacked by world opinion that the United Nations will say if Iraq had to suffer for having weapons of mass destruction what about Israel?  She’s got weapons of destruction let’s destroy her.  

The thing about Israel though is that in her fifty five years of existence she has been involved in seven wars not one of which she began.  Each was calculated to completely destroy her but God caused her to survive. She has never had an intention of using offensive weapons unless she is attacked with devastating force that threatens her annihilation. Then she has taken an oath and the oath is that “Masada, will never happen again”.  

Because their Redeemer (The Lord Almighty) is strong.  Do you know what this name means in the Hebrew?  Jehovah Sabaoth means “The Lord of Armies”.  Now that’s another side of God.  You know about Jehovah Jireh etc here’s another one,  Jehovah Sabaoth, the Lord of Armies.  The Lord who sometimes uses armies to bring about the fulfilment of His will.

One final thing, Jeremiah 50 v 18 & 19.  

I will punish the King of Babylon and his land as I punish the King of Syria, but I will bring Israel back to it’s own pasture.  He will graze peacefully on Carmel and Bashon.  His appetite will be satisfied on the hills of Ephraim and Gilead.  

We are on the onset of a spiritual restoration of Israel.  We are moving towards a moment when Israel will recognise their Redeemer and His blessed Messiah.

Father in Jesus Name, let every word that you have anointed be impressed upon our hearts and minds and spirits and anything that is said and it’s unnecessary let it be forgotten.  May we rise up spiritually as a mighty army and may we stand with the army of the Lord and the purpose of God and may we take our place in the army of Jehovah Sabaoth, the Lord of Armies and see his great purpose fulfilled. 

BABYLON IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 

In the Book of Revelation the humanistic world in rebellion against God is called "Babylon." The Old Testament prophets often prophesied the fall of Babylon, the capital of an empire that destroyed God's city, Jerusalem, and carried His people away as captives. So in Revelation Babylon is a word-picture for a society which persecuted God's people but which God will eventually destroy.

When the Book of Revelation was written, Babylon may have been a kind of code name for pre Christian Rome that was built on seven hills (Rev 17:9) and which was already persecuting the church. Since that time, generations of Christians have been able to identify their own Babylons and have found reassurance in Revelation's message.

In Rev 14:8 Babylon's power to make people resist God's claims in the gospel is admitted, but its doom is certain. In Rev 16:19 Babylon is a "great city" that falls because God remembers its sin and brings His punishment. Throughout chapters 17-18 Babylon is prominent, pictured as a prostitute because it seduces people away from God with its glamour. But it is a false union which cannot satisfy.

"Babylon" stands over against the church, the "New Jerusalem" (Rev 21:2), which is "the bride, the Lamb's wife" (Rev 21:9). God reveals the "mystery" or divine truth (Rev 17:5) about it and all such manmade societies that are organized independently of God. Its fall is celebrated by God's people (Rev 18:20; 19:1-5).

The Figurative Meaning. 

In the prophetical writings, when the actual city is not meant, the illustration is to the "confusion" into which the whole social order of the world has fallen under Gentile world domination (Luke 21:24; Rev 6:16). The divine order is given in Isa 11, that is, Israel in her own land the center of divine government of the world and the medium of the divine blessing, with Gentile nations blessed when associated with Israel. Anything else is politically mere "babel." In the NT Babylon prefigures apostate Christendom, that is, ecclesiastical Babylon, the great harlot (Rev 17:5-18). It also prefigures political Babylon (17:15-18), which destroys ecclesiastical Babylon. The power of political Babylon is destroyed by the glorious second advent of Christ (Rev 16:19; 18:2-21).
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