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1. The Course Introduction

Welcome to our global on-line training school for 21st Century church and mission leaders. This is a training school without walls, without frontiers, without any fees and one that leaps over every barrier of political, religious, racist, sexist and denominational prejudice, in the name of Jesus.

We hope that these lessons will inspire and bless both you and thousands of similar like-minded people who live and dream in the passion of their first love for Jesus. 

The fact that you starting this course today means that you want to want to know the Lord better yourself, and in your heart you want to see the people in your family and nation, and the unreached peoples of the world and the poor of the world turning to live a disciplined, holy life in the love and care of God through faith in Jesus Christ.  This Course will help you to do just that.

This is Lesson One, it is very simple and just an introduction. The lessons that follow are more complete and filled with good things to learn and to do. I have personally done them all, taught them in class, handed them on to thousands of people and now they are yours. I hope and pray that you will be as blessed, challenged and moved towards the Lord and His ways as I have been and continue to be as the years go on.

Dr. Les Norman

1. First of all we are going to pass on to you an outline of what we have learned over the years and with the help of the Holy Spirit, the Bible, our prayers and an open mind you will grasp the ideas. 

The Course moves through various interlinking themes in an order which seems to most appealing and useful to the churches in the developing nations: 

Evangelism, Mission, Discipleship basic level for new believers, Discipleship advanced level Call of God, Believing God for Finances, Leadership Training, Building The Church, The Kingdom Comes 
2. Secondly, if it is at all possible in your circumstances we really want you to pass on to others all that you learn, so that the word of God spreads. We will show you how to do that without spending a lot of money which we know is hard to find. To see how to do this please see:
How the School of Mission works best
How To Open Your Own School 
and Lesson 66 A Discipling Church

By the way when we say a school we do not mean that you have to open a special building with professional staff. Our students meet in church halls, in homes, in shops and even under palm trees in the open air. All you need is a group of willing people, a Bible, these materials and the presence of God with you though prayer. We will help you to make a start and help you along every step of the way.

Then, what we really want is to see the people that learn from you going and telling the people they know, using the same notes and simple ways of passing on the word of God. 
Question: How does this Course work best ?

Answer: This Course works at its very best when a leader follows the same effective approach that Jesus adopted to train His disciples, and later Paul took the same approach with Timothy,

"The things you have heard me say . . 
entrust to reliable men . . who will also teach others." 
Paul to Timothy, 2 Timothy 2.2.

We would like you to grasp this from the very start. In recent history this Biblical approach was originally taught and practised in the early 20th century by world famous author Watchman Nee in China, later from the mid 1960's this principle was widely taught by Juan Carlos Ortiz in Argentina and more recently became widely accepted through the growth of the world's largest church, that of Pastor Yonggi Cho of Seoul, South Korea. At the end of the 20th century Pastor Cesar Castellanos of Bogota, Colombia had become equally well known worldwide for the G12 movement which taught this same principle to the Spanish speaking world and through which Castellanos's congregation grew from 8 to 120,000 people in ten years. He wrote:

"I began to see Jesus' ministry with clarity. The multitudes followed, but He didn't train the multitudes. He only trained 12, and everything he did with the multitudes was to teach the 12.  Then the Lord asked me another question: "If Jesus trained 12, should you win more than 12 or less than 12?" Jesus chose 12 to reach the multitudes. He stayed with these 12 permanently, until they were trained and He released them, gave them authority and empowered them to disciple the nations.

Pastor, leader, student - the best thing to do is to find 12 to meet with you to take these studies together. The Word of God and the Spirit of God will consolidate everybody's faith and commitment and reproduce Christ's character in you by discipleship and then release those who are willing to go to win 12 more each whilst staying in fellowship with the original group of 12 friends."

Look at the incredible mathematics of 2 Timothy 2.2
If you learn for yourself ~ 1 person hears the word of the Lord 
If you share the lesson with 12 people 
~ 13 people hear the word of the Lord 
If the 12 were to tell 12 more people 
~ 157 people hear the word of the Lord 
If the 157 were to tell 12 more people 
~ 1,884 people hear the word of the Lord.
If the 1,884 people were to tell 12 more people 
~ 22,608 people hear the word of the Lord.

This has happened in China and is happening every day in parts of South America and Africa where 'Training by Multiplication' courses such as this are proving to be the only cost-effective way to teach the thousands of people who are deciding to follow Jesus. This is possible for you and your church or School of Mission.

No special buildings or materials required just meeting and talking.

"The things you have heard me say . . 
entrust to reliable men. . who will also teach others."
Paul to Timothy, 2 Timothy 2.2. 

Together we can train many people to become mature believers and they themselves will go and do the work of the ministry - in evangelism, discipleship and in care for the poor, having found the faith, the works and the finances that are necessary to advance the gospel. In the first chapter of Genesis, when the Word of God came together with the Spirit of God, there was an explosion of new life and that is our prayer, that the Lord would do the same again, this time in your lives and in your community.

Relax

If leading a group, developing a School of Mission or working in a group is not possible for you, then you are still more than welcome to take this programme as an individual, or in the best way that your circumstances permit. We have no second-class students. Not one.

Is the course difficult?

These lessons have been well tested in the churches of Africa, India and the Hispanic world, adapted of course to the local culture. They say the teaching is biblical, true, relevant to the developing world and focused on their passion, to finish the Great Commission so that Jesus can return. Many of the ideas have been born, tried and tested in the developing world, which is not very different from the first century Bible times. 

With God's help the lessons will not be too difficult even for people with little or no education. The teaching is simple and uncomplicated ands the words should be easy for you to translate if you need to.

The notes are clear and easy to read and your friends can also download them free of charge and copy them by hand or by machine. Each lesson can be downloaded and copied separately so it is easy and affordable to obtain these studies. People can make photocopies of the studies one sheet at a time if necessary so even copying the whole course will not be too expensive. In some parts of the world the people copy every lesson by handwriting. 

Now, please go back to the List of Studies and have a good look at all the studies and see what you will learn and all that you can pass on to others. 

This gentle introduction which is also lesson one ends by asking you to read every section of the Information Page to make sure that you know what to do. From lesson two onwards you will really start learning.
2. God's Plan for the World

 

In Your Bible Read This
Isaiah 66; Psalm 67.


Here Is Your Memory Verse
I took you from the ends of the earth, from its farthest corners
I called you. I said, “You are my servant”; I have chosen you
and have not rejected you. So do not fear, for I am with you; do not
be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand, Isaiah 41.9-10.


Afterwards Talk about This
Tell each other what the Cross might mean to you in terms of where God might ask you to go to, or what he might ask you to do, or to give, or give up.


Something to Do before Next Time
In view of the urgency of the hour and the approaching last day, make another attempt to pray and then present Jesus to two unsaved family members or friends.


Written Diploma Work
Do you feel the hand of God on your life selecting you to serve Jesus?
Describe on one page what you think God may be calling you to be and to do.


Meditate on These Verses
Isaiah 43.4-7.

We normally associate the Great Commission with the last words of Jesus in all the gospels, particularly in Matthew 28.16-20, and in Acts.

In Genesis a disappointed, betrayed Father God walks in the garden in the cool of the evening looking for his beloved man and woman, the apples of his eye, who have just broken their trust, preferring to obey Satan and bringing untold destruction to a future world. The Father's words reflect his heart, "Adam, where are you?" and he was not referring to where Adam was hiding! The Bible shows us that God begins to put things right with a promise, Genesis 3.9. 

Also in Genesis is the story of Joseph, a man sent by God to save a nation, Genesis 37 to 50. Exodus reveals Gods ability to deliver an entire nation from the grip of slavery. He wants to bless them by making them into a missionary nation to carry the word of God and his life to the whole world. Exodus 3.7 to 19,6.

In the Psalms God's heart for the world breaks through time and time again, as in Psalm 67; Psalm 2; Psalm 72.17. 

The prophets and minor prophets like Jonah are filled with inspired glimpses of a divine heart for the world, e.g. Isaiah 6.1-8; Isaiah 54.1-5, Hab 2.14. 

God’s plan for all the world is revealed prophetically by Isaiah who declares that there are four things that God intends to do and two things that he wants us to do. See Isaiah 66.18-21.

1. God Says, "I Am About to Come"

Here in 66.18 is a prophetic revelation of the Second Coming of Christ. This time He gathers all the nations together because of their actions and imaginations. He did not do that at his first coming. We will talk about this in detail later on and see the signs in the earth, and in the Kingdom, that point to the imminent return of Jesus.

This means there is a last day. This is good news for the believer but also means that there is a deadline for every one of us to win our families, friends and nations for Christ. 

2. I Will Set a Sign among Them

The sign in 66.19 is the Cross, known the world over. For the unbeliever the Cross is the clearest statement of God's great love for the whole world, John 3.16. But for the believer the Cross has a deeper meaning altogether. Calvary began in Gethsemane and for Jesus in his humanity the Cross meant a struggle to -

Go where he did not want to go, 

Do what he did not want to do, 

Give what he did not want to give. 

Matthew 26.39, Luke 9.23. 

But there was no other way, and for the joy set before him, the joy of seeing you safe in heaven, Jesus endured the Cross, and so must we, for others, Hebrews 12.2.

3. I Will Send Some of Those Who Survive to the Nations

Far away Spain, Libya, Asia, Greece, and the islands of the sea are mentioned in 66.19. Today it is people in the developing world churches who are the closest to the world’s unreached peoples and Jesus will surely call and send some to also go far away as missionaries.

What Must You Survive? 
You survive the Cross and the suffering of its demands to die to self and to do the will of God at all costs, Luke 9.23.

  How Do You Survive? 
Amazingly, you only survive and save your life, by willingly losing your life for Jesus and God’s will, Luke 9.24.

Now we’ll find out about the two things that we must do in response to God's call and his sending. They are not too difficult.

4. They Will Proclaim My Glory

What is the glory of God? It is the Living God himself. We proclaim his presence, his love, his might, his power, his mercy, grace and compassion. We proclaim his Son, his life, his death, his resurrection, and that he is alive to save, to forgive, heal, deliver and fill people with his Spirit today. Then the glory of God becomes visible in changed lives, Isaiah 66.19; Acts 1.8.

5. They Will Bring All Your Brothers

The gospel will always do exactly what the gospel promises and men will respond and follow Jesus. 66.20; John 12.32. We are to bring them to his holy mountain- which speaks of discipleship at the feet of Jesus, e.g. Matthew 5.1.

Where will new believers come from?
They will come on horses which speaks of unreached Central Asia,
where horses originally came from.
And on chariots, which speaks of the back-slidden, materialistic West
on its expensive wheels of luxury.
And on mules - which speak of the needy developing world peoples.
And on camels, which speaks of the Arabic Islamic world receiving Jesus. 

6. I Will Select Some to Be Priests

The final step in Isaiah's revelation is in verse 21. It is an accurate prophecy of what God is doing today, worldwide. He is calling men and women from all cultures and backgrounds who have chosen to follow the Lord, to leave all and follow Jesus. We may see a rough new convert struggling to get free from sin but Jesus sees the potential in him to make a man of God, and selects him to serve, Mark 1.17.

When the unknown American bush evangelist Mordecai Ham preached the gospel in a town many years ago he never imagined that the tall young man who gave his life to Christ that night would later preach to millions of people worldwide over a long lifetime of service. Who was that young man? It was Billy Graham and that night God selected him for his holy purposes. 

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations

Pray for Emirates

Operation World page 554

2,200,000 Muslims in 7 States

Poverty to huge wealth in 20 years

No Christian outreach permitted

No national church at all.

3. The Great Commission 

In Your Bible Read This
Acts 1 to Acts 2.4.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
This same Jesus who has been taken from you into heaven,
will come back in the same way you have seen him go, Acts 1.11.

Afterwards Talk about This
In what ways can we follow Jesus by going around doing good, as well as preaching, speaking and teaching. See how many ways you can name. Make a list of things to do later on.

Something to Do before Next Time
Meet together to pray for each other to be baptised in the Holy Spirit or filled again with him, as happened many times to the believers in Acts. Paul says in Eph 5.18, "be filled with the Holy Spirit." and the full meaning is br being filled.

Written Diploma Work
Write at least one page, but no more than two identifying your Jerusalem, your Judea and Samaria and where the ends of the earth might be for you. Say what each is like.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse
Acts 1.8.

In Acts 1 we discover six powerful commands that will help us to serve God, and minister well to a world of people.

1. Do Good 

Acts 1.1 says that Jesus only began to do and to teach which means that he has not finished yet. Today Jesus, the head works through his body, the church. We are his hands, feet, eyes and lips. 

Some churches only want to be lips that speak but Acts 10.38 says that Jesus was anointed to do good. He showed us God and his great love for men and women by what he did. Jesus then explained God by what he said.

2. Be Filled with the Holy Spirit 

Why? Because Acts 1.2 says that Jesus ministered through the Holy Spirit. 

Why Is This So Important?
When Jesus came to earth as a baby, he left all his divine power in heaven, Philippians 2.7. When he spoke or did miracles he did so as a man who knew how to minister in the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus says that men today can also do the same works that he did, and even greater ones by the same power of Holy Spirit. See John 14,12.

Are You Filled with Holy Spirit?
Jesus knew how necessary this is and in verse 5 he promised his disciples that in a few days they also would be baptised with the Holy Spirit, that means submerged or soaked in Holy Spirit. See Matthew 3.11-17, Acts 2.39 and lesson 23 The Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit Empowers You
In verse 8, Jesus said they would receive ‘dunamis’ or explosive power when Holy Spirit came upon them. From ‘dunamis’ we get powerful words like dynamo and dynamite. Authority, even the delegated authority God gives, is impotent unless it can be enforced. Holy Spirit ‘dunamis’ is that ability to demonstrate the authority we have. Remember too how the disciples all ran away when Jesus was arrested? See what happens to them, especially to Peter when they are filled with ‘dunamis’, Acts 2.14 onwards.

The Purpose of the Power
Holy Spirit comes for one reason, to witness with power that Jesus is alive.

3. Be a Witness 

What is a witness? Suppose two trucks crash and the drivers fight. The police say, "Who saw this?" They want witnesses. A witness only has to say what he saw. He gives no opinion on what happened before, makes no judgements, and he is not responsible for what happens next, but upon his willingness to testify depends the future freedom or captivity of a man. That’s being a witness, a responsible job that we have all been given to do.

What Have We Seen?
We have seen Jesus working in us, forgiving, healing and blessing and so we have a lot to say. The Holy Spirit then works through our words persuading men and women that what we say is true. If they believe and accept Jesus they are free, if not they remain in captivity to sin and to Satan. Where do we go and tell our story? We have all been assigned a part of God’s vineyard to work in, 2 Cor 10.13.

In Jerusalem
Most people must tell their story in Jerusalem which stands for their home town where they speak the language and know their way around, Luke 8.39.

In Judea and Samaria
Some will be called to go to Judea and Samaria which are the nearby provinces, where people are similar but a bit different in dialect and prejudices.

Even to the Ends of the Earth
A few are called to go far away where the people, climate, language, culture and foods are very different and once there, tell the people that Jesus is alive.

4. Work with Urgency 

We must do our job with urgency until Jesus comes again, as the angels promised he would in a powerful message, see Acts 1.11. We will talk about when that might be a little later on, but many signs tell us that his return may be soon. Now is the time to pray and to win family and friends for Jesus.

When he comes next time it will not be as a baby but as Lord and King to reign for a thousand years. Jesus will put this world right with true justice before winding up human history by creating a new heaven and a new earth. 

5. Make Jesus Lord and King 

This is important because Acts 1.3 says that Jesus spent forty days teaching his followers all about the Kingdom of God.

Kingdom means the dominion or rule of a King. So wherever Jesus is Lord the righteous rule of God comes in. Lives, families, churches and even whole villages are changed when Jesus is made King and has his way among us.

6. Pray Together and without Ceasing 

The first thing that the believers did on that first day without Jesus was to restore communication with him through prayer. 

Acts 1.12-15 tells us that the disciples, the women and the brothers of Jesus were united as one, together in continual prayer. Mary, the mother of Jesus was there as an intercessor, talking to her Son through prayer. From Luke 24.49 we know their prayer was, "Come Holy Spirit, empower us," and in Acts 2 they received a mighty answer.

7. Appoint New Leaders

Acts 1.15 to 26 show how the disciples replaced Judas with another who knew Jesus was alive. Not one leader must be missing. People need direction and all their spiritual and natural energy harnessed for the gospel. So if God is challenging you to rise and take responsibility in the work, say yes to him, even today.

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations

Pray for Iran

Operation World page 304

65,000,000 Persian people 

65 ethnic groups, 99% Muslim 

Revolution, bloodshed, dismay

Church growing in persecution.

4. The Last Command 

Who will go to? If not you - who? If not now - when?

In Your Bible Read This

Matthew 28.11-20; Mark 16.15-20; Luke 24.45-49; John 20.19-23.


Here Is Your Memory Verse

Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me,

I am sending you." John 20.21.


Afterwards Talk about This

What have you seen Jesus doing in your lives? 

If you went on a missionary journey have you got something good to say?


Something to Do before Next Time

In the quietness of your own heart see how you would react if God made it very clear to you today that he wanted you to be a missionary. What doubts and fears would rise up? Offer them up in prayer to the Lord and ask for his help to overcome.


Written Diploma Work

Look at Revelation 7.9-10. Who do you think is there? Name a few names. How do you think they got there? What does the elder say about them in verses 15-17?


Meditate Word by Word on This Verse

Genesis 12.1-3.

Is the Great Commission for You?

It's for men and women of every colour, poor, rich, young or old. Missions heroes are often people who think they are too old or too young, too broke, wrong colour or wrong sex! But let's ask some of the people who knew Jesus best.


1. Let's Hear First from Matthew

He suggests that before we ever go anywhere Jesus has some missions work of his own to do inside us, Matthew says in chapter 28, verses 11-20 that for him the Great Commission is all about ~

Being Obedient to All that Jesus Says

Jesus told the disciples to go to Galilee, where they would see him, and they went. It was a test of obedience and if they had not obeyed then they would have gone no further. Jesus tests us a hundred times a day in the small affairs of life to obey him, Matthew 28.10,16.


Seeing Jesus for Yourself

Missions is first of all about seeing Jesus for ourselves, then we will have something exciting to tell others, Mat 28.17. There has to be a time when Jesus leaps out of theology and becomes our real Saviour, Lord and King forever. When we have seen the risen Lord Jesus entering our lives, and seen what he has done for us, then we have something good to tell others.

Worshipping Jesus

Verse 17 also says, "When they saw him, they worshipped him." All true service comes from our love for God and our worship of him. See Rom 12.1.


Overcoming Your Doubts

In Matthew 28.17 some doubted him. You may not, but are you trusting his promises for your future? In Matthew 26.32 Jesus said, "I will go ahead of you into Galilee." In order to keep that promise to his disciples Jesus had to go through the Cross, death, hell and the resurrection! He did, so after that dare we really doubt his word?


Hearing His Command to Go

Many people listen to passionate sermons from Matthew 28.19-20 about the need to reach the unreached peoples at the ends of the earth but do we really hear what God is saying, and obey. If not you - who will go?

2. Now, Let's Listen to Mark

Mark is Peter's writer and he says for him the Great Commission is also about ~

Dealing with Unbelief

In Mark 16.14 which opens another Great Commission passage Jesus begins by telling them off for their lack of faith and stubborn refusal to believe.


Using Supernatural Tools

In verses 17-20 we find God's supernatural toolbox for supernatural mission. Verse 20 says that the Lord worked powerfully with them, confirming their words with the supernatural signs and wonders that he had spoken about.

3, Luke Was Gripped by the Commission

From Luke, chapter 24.45-49. For Doctor Luke the Great Commission meant so much that he later became a missionary ~

Jesus Must Open Our Minds to Scripture

Understanding that Old and New all fit together in perfect harmony in Christ.

Be Persuaded of His Plan

As it is written in the Scriptures.

Take Forgiveness to All Nations

In the name of Jesus, through repentance and beginning at home. 

Understand His Perfect Time

There is a time to stay and a time to go. 

Be Clothed with Power

Before stepping out into a disbelieving and sometimes hostile world.

4. Finally, Meet the Apostle of Love

For John, the dear friend of Jesus, in 20.19-23 the Great Commission is all about ~

The Power of the Risen Lord

When the disciples were behind locked doors, Jesus showed his power by literally coming through either the door or the wall to appear in their midst.

The High Cost of Man's Salvation

Jesus showed them his hands and side and they saw the marks of the Cross in torture and death. This is the price of man's salvation in that the spotless, sinless perfect son of God was unjustly punished not for his own wickedness but for our unholy sinfulness against God. No higher price could ever have been demanded or paid.

Receiving God's Call

Jesus willingly left the splendour of heaven to come to our sinful world to do the will of God in missionary service, giving his life that others might live. In turn he now says "…So send I you." And, "I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you." John 13.15, Hebrews 10.5-7.

Receiving Holy Spirit's Power

Jesus breathed upon them, and before many days had gone by that breath of divinity had become a mighty, rushing wind that filled these waiting men.

Knowing Our Job, Forgiving Sins

Christian people have opened schools and hospitals all over the world and that is a wonderful testimony to the mercy and compassion of the Lord.

However it is well proven that unless man is restored to fellowship with his Maker, genuine progress does not really come. Jesus insists, "You must be born-again." Jesus is underlining the need to bring men to a place of receiving forgiveness from God and restoration to him. Then God can get inside a man or woman and change that life from within. Then that man can be used by God to bless the whole community, John 3.3,7 And there we are - the Great Commission according to those closest to Jesus. Say, "Yes, Lord, have your way in me for the sake of a world of people you died for."

A House of Prayer for All Nations

Pray for Nicaragua

Operation World page 416

5,000,000 suffering people

history of earthquake and war

Many have turned to God for help

Many wounds need to be healed.

5. What Is Mission?

It is much more comfortable at home!

In Your Bible Read This 
2 Corinthians 5.11 to 6.10.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again, 2 Corinthians 5.14.

Afterwards Talk about This
Local evangelism is very obvious, but where could missions begin
for you, and how would you go about it? Would you consider having a go?

Something to Do before Next Time
Meditate on Psalm 116 line by line and see just how much the Lord has done for you. Carefully make your response to him in commitment and prayer.

Written Diploma Work
Look at the steps in reaching the lost in Romans 10.14-15.
Identify and explain them in no more than two pages.

Meditate on These Verses
John 1.40-41.

1. What Is Missions?

Every believer knows that he owes everything to God, both in this life and for all eternity. When we were yet sinners and hateful in the sight of a holy God, he sought us out, bought us back from Satan with the blood of his own Son, and has now adopted us into his own family, lavishing one blessing after another on us, John 1.16.

The Psalmist Asks for All of Us
"How can we repay the Lord for all of his goodness?" Psalm 116.12. Our answer today is the same as his from thousands of years ago, "I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord."

Missions Is Simply the Next Step
With love and gratitude to Jesus in our hearts we go one step beyond local evangelism to lift up God’s cup of salvation so high that men and women, and boys and girls even at the ends of the earth might see it and also ask to drink of the same life giving water.

The Bible says that we are to witness in Jerusalem which is our home town, in Judea and Samaria which are the regions nearby, and to the ends of the earth. 

See Lessons 1 and 2 for more details.

When Paul writes to his friends in the church in Corinth, Greece he gives them some more good reasons for missions.

2. The Fear of the Lord Motivates Us

Fear in this case is ‘phobos’ which is the sheer terror of displeasing the Lord by not obeying his commands, mixed together with a holy reverence or love for God which makes us hasten to obey him, 2 Corinthians 5.11.

3. The Needs of Men Motivate Us

When we see the evil that grips men and women and holds them in sin, sickness, injustice, poverty, unbelief and selfishness with all the hurt, misery and suffering that causes, then our hearts want to do something because we know the goodness of God and all that Jesus has done for us. Paul says that we should try to persuade or win over men and women everywhere, attempting to see them change their minds about following Christ, 2 Corinthians 5.11.

4. Love Compels Us

Love for all men and concern for their eternal destiny took Jesus to the Cross and that same love now fills Paul’s heart and compels him to participate in God’s great rescue mission. 

Love Must Compel Us too
When we realise that Christ died for all, we choose to die also by laying down our lives and plans in gratitude to him, and begin to live for God and for others wherever they are, 2 Corinthians 5.14.

5. Eternity Must Motivate Us

Paul said we should regard no man from the worldly point of view that is impressed with title, wealth or position. Rather we must see men from an eternal perspective that faces the awful realities of the grave. Choices must be made now for all eternity between heaven and hell. 

Are Men Really Lost?
The first man, Adam, deliberately disobeyed God choosing to follow Satan’s lies. God had to leave him and Adam’s spirit by which he knew God died within him. He was left with only his body and soul following a cruel master into the death and the fires of hell prepared not for man but for the devil and his angels, Matthew 25.41.

Man Is Still Bound
By that foolish decision of our representative and is marching towards a lost eternity too awful to contemplate with no end or escape. So Paul rightly says that until God rescues us through Jesus we are already dead in our trespasses and sins, following Satan and facing only God’s wrath, Eph 2.1-3, 5.

To Be Saved from Hell
God’s word says that men must become new creations, that is born twice, once naturally and once spiritually by the help of Holy Spirit, John 3.3-6.

6. The Gospel Motivates Us

Once we saw Jesus in a worldly way, thinking he was no more than a man or legend from history, like any other famous character of the past. Now we have discovered that it was actually God himself on that Cross and in Jesus he was reconciling a world of people back to himself, not counting our sins against us. 

This is the greatest story ever told and demands acceptance and answer. We have a wonderful message that he who had no sin became sin and paid its price of suffering and death, so that we who deserved punishment might become righteous and live in God’s presence both now and in eternity, 2 Corinthians 5.18-19, 21. Acts 4.12 tells us there is no other name given by which we must be saved, other than the name of Jesus.

7. The Call Motivates Us

Paul says we are heaven’s ambassadors, representing God himself who speaks through us to the peoples around who are not at peace with him. And just like earthly ambassadors in a war zone our lifestyle as God’s officials in Satan’s enemy territory might be dangerous and demanding. See 2 Corinthians 6.3-10. Through us God urges and implores men and women to be reconciled back to their loving Heavenly Father.

Today Is Always the Best Day
Right now Is Always the Very Time.

If not you - who?

If not now - when?

2 Corinthians 5.20 - 6.2.

So you see that for the fear of God, the needs of man, God’s love, and the realities of eternity; the great story we have to tell and the call God gives us, we have every reason to give our best to missions, nearby and far away, whether we go by prayer, giving, travelling or by sending another if we really cannot leave.

A House of Prayer for All Nations

Pray for Greece

Operation World Page 245

10,000,000 southern Europeans

Ancient civilisation, Orthodox religion

Only 0.2% Protestants.
6. God’s Missions Promise 

If you follow in Abraham’s steps you will need a passport

In Your Bible Read This
Genesis 11.26 to 12.5, Galatians 3.6-29.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise, Gal 3.28-29.

Afterwards Talk about This
What do you think the seven-fold promises could mean in your lives if you were to believe and act upon them?

Something to Do before Next Time
Write down the seven-fold promises in big letters on a piece of card, and pin it somewhere in your house where you can see it often. When you do, think about the promises, meditate on them, repeat them, confess them by faith receive the 
blessing.

Written Diploma Work
See what Peter says in 1 Peter 2.9 and write down in 1 to 2 pages what that should mean for the people of God today.

Meditate on These Verses
Hebrews 11.8-10.

Way back in time, young Abram is living in an ancient city, Ur, in a family that worships idols, Acts 7.2-3, Genesis 11.31, Joshua 24.2. One day for his own reasons, the one true Living God somehow speaks to Abram saying,

"Go away for yourself, for your own reasons, from your country and from your kinfolk. Make up your mind separately from your clan. They are going to stay - you go! They are going to settle down, their religious drive has evaporated. Not so with you Abram. You emigrate. Keep travelling. Go away to establish your own lifestyle in dependence upon Almighty God." 

Genesis 12.1, translated from the Hebrew by David Newington.

God works and the whole family moves towards Canaan, the land the Living God has indicated. They set up camp at Haran, just half way towards the promised land. Later on after his father Terah dies, the Living God visits Abram again and reminds him of what he said back in Ur.

This Time God Adds Seven Promises - 

I will make you into a great nation, 

I will bless you, 

I will make your name great, 

You will be a blessing 

I will bless those who bless you 

I will curse those who curse you 

And all peoples on earth will be blessed through you. 

Later God explains that Abram's offspring will be "like the dust of the earth," and "like the stars of the sky." God changes Abram's name to Abraham which means father of many nations, so he often hears the promise spoken over him. But although Abraham was blessed in every way we cannot honestly say that this massive promise was really fulfilled in Abraham's life. So what happened to it? See Genesis 13.14; 15.5; 17.1-7; 24.1.

The Promise Now Comes to Isaac

Isaac is a man who likes to stay at home, not like his pioneering father Abraham. God appears to him and brings the same promise to him, but by the end of Isaac's much blessed life the promise has still not been totally fulfilled. See Genesis 26.4.

So Now Meet Jacob, the Grandson

Jacob is devious, not at all like Isaac or grandfather Abraham. One day he is fleeing to save his life when God meets with him and he discovers that he too has inherited the promise. See Genesis 28.14. In time and with much suffering God changes Jacob and names him Israel.

From Jacob to Joseph

Jacob's sons have their feuds and Joseph is sold to slavery in Egypt. Years later though he rises to power and saves the lives of his entire family. The promise moves with them to Egypt, Genesis 42 to 47. But over the years Joseph dies and the house of Jacob is later reduced to misery and slavery.

So What about the Promise?
400 years later they cry out to God and the story continues in Exodus chapters 1 to 12, with God’s people leaving Egypt with a mighty deliverance through the Red Sea. God has not forgotten his promise for a moment, and at Sinai he renews and even enlarges it for the House of Jacob, saying ~   

You will be my treasured possession. 

You will be a kingdom of priests. 

You will be a holy nation. 

When the House of Jacob listened to their job to carry God’s blessings to all the world they said ‘Yes,’ but when they heard about the lifestyle that was expected from a holy nation - 

They turned away, 

They refused the offer, 

They rejected God, 

They returned to Egypt in their hearts. 

The result was 1,500 years of empty religion until Jesus came. 
Exodus 19.4-19, Hebrews 12.19, Acts 7.39,42.

3. What Happens to the Word of the Lord When It Is Not Fulfilled?

When Joshua destroyed Jericho, God had him place a curse on anyone who might rebuild the city. Years later a man did rebuild Jericho but did so at the cost of his sons, exactly in line with the word of the Lord spoken over the city. The word of the Lord never returns to him until it has accomplished what it was sent for, rather it waits for a person through whom it may be fulfilled. Joshua 6.26,1 Kings 16.34, Isaiah 55.11.

4. What Has Happened to the Promise?

Paul explains everything in Galatians 3.8-29. In verses 8 and 9 we find out that the promise is actually a prophecy of the gospel of salvation by faith because all nations will be blessed through Abraham who is the father of our faith. 

Then in verse 16 we find that the promise is waiting for a certain seed or person.

The Promise Is Really for Jesus
So now read out loud those seven promises again
and this time place Jesus' name in front, saying,

Jesus, I will make you into . . 

The Promise Is also for the Church
because as verse 29 says, you (plural) belong to Christ, so you as the body of Christ are heirs of all the seven promises. Now read the seven promises out loud yet again and this time place the name of your own church or mission in front and hear God speaking to you.

Church, I will make you into . . . 

Repeat until the truth dawns in your soul.

5. What Does This Mean for Us?

It means that now you can go in faith to any land that God shows you, knowing that there is an age old promise from God over you waiting to be inherited through your obedience. Scripture says that you are an heir of the world and that the promise is guaranteed by faith and by grace. God has also made you all that Israel refused to be, Romans 4.13, 16, 1 Peter 2.9-10.

A House of Prayer for All Nations
Pray for Botswana
Operation World page 126

1,500,000 southern Africa people 
Fast developing nation
Many Christians and many unreached.
7. Finishing the Task

Clusters of church energy release the power of God

In Your Bible Read This
Acts 16.6-15, 1 Thessalonians 1.4-10.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
Our hope is that, as your faith continues to grow, our area of activity among you will greatly expand, so that we can preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, 2 Corinthians 10.15-16.

Afterwards Talk about This
Can this be done in your church or the churches you know? If not, why not?

Something to Do before Next Time
Think about different Clusters to see who you know that might fit   into each area. Can you imagine some peoples who the Clusters might target in their prayer and ministry. Who and where are they?

Written Diploma Work
Look again at the list of clusters and write down other, maybe even better ideas for Clusters which are relevant to your nation, circumstances and culture.

Meditate on These Verses
Acts 6.3-4.

1. Come Quickly, Lord Jesus

People everywhere long for Jesus to return, and he will when the gospel of the Kingdom has been preached to all the world’s different peoples. We are closer than ever before, and now is the easiest time in all of history for your church to reach far beyond its local boundaries.

2. Finishing the Task
Missions experts have listed 12 important strategies that every church can embrace to help finish the Great Commission. Here they are - beginning with the easiest and ending with the hardest.

1. Intercession and spiritual warfare. 

2. Networking with the global Church. 

3. A new openness to using the gifts of the Spirit in the missions context. 

4. Recovery of urgency in the church. 

5. Expand church evangelism to cross geographic or cultural barriers. 

6. Marry overseas social work with gospel preaching and vice-versa. 

7. Outreach to the world’s children. 

8. Outreach to the women of the world who are kept behind closed doors of religious traditions. 

9. Outreach to the world’s mega-cities. 

10. Visit poor native church leaders to help, mobilise and equip them. 

11. Outreach to an unreached people. 

12. Re-evangelise the Old World. 

Pastor will think that this means even more work for him to do, and he has so little spare time already. The treasurer will worry because world ministry sounds expensive and there is no spare money. On the other hand many people will be thrilled with the idea of reaching out to others far away, but they do not know what to do. What is the answer?

3. Clusters Release People Power

Cluster ministry can help your church to step forward into world ministry without overburdening the pastor or causing stress to the treasurer.

What Is Cluster Ministry?
Cluster or cell ministry happens when say from 5 to 15 church members meet together to do something in mission that interests them. The pastor trains them how to relate to him and to each other. He appoints a leader for each Cluster and a church elder as the Cluster overseer. The Cluster pray, talk together and then present the Pastor with their goals and a plan.

Who Pays for This?
Each Cluster raises its own money by faith and work. All the Pastor has to do is let them go. There is no extra work for him, his only job is to encourage, to listen, and to review each Cluster’s progress every six months. The release of energy can be remarkable taking the church targets for missions prayer, missions giving, going and sending through the roof in spectacular growth.

4. What Kind of Clusters?

Let us think big and suggest the following ideas. We will take the strategic list and start with the easiest things to do with room for everybody, and work our way along to the most difficult and demanding. 

Maybe in the beginning only one or two Clusters can come together but God will soon give growth as people catch the vision and want to join in.

1. Let those who want to pray for the nations, for missionaries, for the church worldwide, especially the suffering churches meet, say weekly. 

2. Let those who like writing link your church with churches around the world. You will soon be receiving visits and maybe God will make it possible for you to go and visit them to learn about their faith. 

3. Let those who prophesy or see visions, wait upon their ministry to get words of direction for missions, missionaries and for trips. 

4. Let those who lead the church have their own cluster to lead by example into Isaiah 54.2-5. 

5. Let those who sing or do drama prepare items to make the whole church aware of God’s wide world and the call to missions. 

6. Let those who want to reach out to other cultures meet with local foreigners to discover the issues and learn how they react to the gospel. 

7. Let those who love street work plan to visit the nearest big city where millions are trapped in crime, drugs and prostitution. They should find out about world cities and link up with believers there who will be glad of help. 

8. Let those who love the poor make plans to reach out to a world of hungry, ragged and sick people, particularly to women and orphans. Find out who can help them because big things like this are best done in partnership. 

9. Let those who weep for the world’s neglected children make their plans, however simple, to reach them in love with food, protection and school. 

10. Let those who feel called to reach unreached peoples nearby or far away plan the steps for teams to go. Consider locations, costs, languages, training and travel. Don’t forget that Europe, spiritually is the darkest, most secular continent on the earth. Let those who know languages use them to help the missions team. 

11. Let those who can make money by God’s gift and grace look for ways to make the funds for church missions and missionaries. 

12. Let those who know the Bible plan to visit believers who truly hunger to know the Scriptures but have no Bibles or pastors to teach them. There are thousands of pastors in the world who know almost nothing of the Bible. 

Best of all you will find that God is with you in a new way. Don’t be afraid to ask him for help, or to enter into partnership with other churches and missions who can help you participate in world ministry.

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations

Pray for Peru

Operation World page 444

25, 000,000 Andes people 

89% Roman Catholics in crisis 

Evangelicals growing fast

Economic and terrorism problems.

8. Unreached Peoples 

In the ‘10/40’ window it is the poor who are lost
and the lost who are the most poor
In Your Bible Read This
Jonah (the whole short book).

Here Is Your Memory Verse
And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations (ethnos), and then the end will come, Matthew 24.14.

Afterwards Talk about This
Where do you live? In which of the three worlds A, B or C?
Why do you think that? Think of some other nations in your continent.
Which world they are in?

Something to Do before Next Time
Get a large piece of card, the inside of a box will do. Draw an outline of the world, then add the 10/40 window and write the nations in there. Hang the card where you can see it and tick the nations after you have prayed for their peoples.

Written Diploma Work
From an atlas write a list of as many nations as you can find in the 10/40 window. Next to their names put down their predominant religion and politics.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse
Isaiah 54.2-5.

Matthew 28.19 says we are to go and make disciples of all nations or ‘ethnos’, meaning groups of people who are bound together by common history, language and culture. According to Acts 1.8 we have three fields to go and work in.

Jerusalem, meaning our home where people are like us, speak our language and where we know our way around. 

Judea and Samaria are nearby, where the people are similar to us, but the culture and dialect is a bit different and there could be a bit of prejudice around.

The ends of the earth where people are very different in their culture, climate, lifestyle, religion and language.

The idea is that we work in all 3 areas at the same time. Obviously we can do more in our ‘Jerusalem’ because there we are strong in manpower, materials and money. We can do less in our Judea and Samaria and at the ends of the earth we may find ourselves quite limited. 

Some think that we should Christian-ise our Jerusalem before moving out. If that were so, the church would still only be in Jerusalem city because even today that is still one of the most gospel resistant cities on earth.

1. Let’s Take a New Look at Our World

We are going to divide the world into 3:

World A - has an abundance of unreached peoples!
World B - where people live beside Christians who are salt and light.
World C - the Christian world, filled with gospel witness, resources and workers.

2. World A Is the Unevangelised World

Typically 0 - 0.05% Christian, about 66% of the world, 3000 million people, in the 55 least evangelised nations, countries like Afghanistan, Syria. the Maldives, Western Sahara, North Korea, Djibouti, Uzbekistan.

The 10/40 Window
People sometimes call World A, ‘the 10/40 window’, because geographically it extends from 100 north to 400 north of the equator, and from West Africa to Japan. You can see this on the map at the top. Inside the window are most of the world’s lost and poorest peoples.

The Silk Road
The 10/40 window happens to hold the ancient Silk Road which even in 1000 BC linked Europe and the Far East. Along it all the Bible events took place, the oldest civilisations arose, and the great religions of Hinduism, Buddhism and Christianity travelled along it with the traders. The last one was a forceful Islam which explains why this area today is now very resistant to the gospel. Most of the world's poor also live along the Silk Road which is no coincidence. Many believe that the Silk Road will also be the way that many new Chinese missionaries will travel to bring the gospel back to Galilee.

3. How Do You Reach World A?

Although far from western churches, God has placed many new developing world churches very close to these unreached peoples. For a westerner, mission to unreached peoples demands years of training, language school and adaptation. But for an Indian, Chinese or African believer these last remaining unreached peoples are near-neighbours and may even share a similar culture or language. 

One of the best things that a western church can do is to help a developing world church and the best thing a developing world church can do is to have a mission vision, a partnership with a western church or mission, and to send it’s own people as missionaries.

4. World B Is the Evangelised But Not Yet Christianised World

That is about 41% of the world where Christian witness has been well established for many years. In countries like India, Cuba, Myanmar, Syria, Indonesia, Chad, Nigeria, unsaved people live close to Christian believers and they can be reached by church evangelism.

5. World C Is Our Christian World

We live in about 33% of the world and our nations own of most of its wealth. World C is countries like Britain, Guatemala, Brazil, Australia, Kenya, Norway, USA and Canada. The problem is that Christians in World C do not take seriously their responsibility for reaching the peoples of even World B let alone the unreached peoples of World A.

Out of Every Ten People Alive Today -
Four are unreached people in world A 

Three live near Christians in world B 

Three more are Christians in world C 

Who in World C is willing to pray, give or go to World B or to the 1,700 most unreached peoples of World A? All 1,700 have 10,000 or more people and there are many more ‘ethnos’ with a lesser population. A journey from World C to World A or even World B in prayer or in a plane is the only way to win the ‘ethnos.’ Is there a connection between the ethnos and the return of Jesus? See what your memory verse says.

6. Reaching the Unreached

The developing world churches often have the manpower and the willingness to go to the unreached peoples but they lack the training and especially the finances. Here are some ways for a developing world believer to be a missionary without having to raise a lot of money:

Many governments, like China or Libya sponsor foreigners to come and study in their universities. 

Servants in the Middle East can be missionaries at the same time. 

Businessmen can trade globally. 

Refugees can carry the gospel far and wide. If it happens to you - go! 

Acquire English or computer skills and the world opens. They recruit an expert, but receive a missionary. 

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations

Pray for the Ethnos

Operation World page 26-28

Nearly 1,000,000,000 people 

mainly Chinese or Muslim

have never heard the gospel once.

9. Reaching the Unreached

Unreached peoples are behind political or religious barriers

In Your Bible Read This 
Psalm 139; Psalm 8.

Here Is Your Memory Verse 
Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold back;
lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes. For you will spread out to the right
and to the left; your descendants will dispossess nations and settle
in their desolate cities, Isaiah 54.2-3.

Afterwards Talk about This 
Look at the map of unreached peoples to see where they are. Who are they?
Are they near to you or far away? Money aside, is it hard to get there or difficult?

Something to Do before Next Time
Talk to your pastor or elders about the possibility of your church adopting
an unreached people group to pray for, to research and maybe by the grace of God, be reached by a team from your church.

Written Diploma Work
Imagine you live in an unreached people group. Who are you, how do you live
and what do you believe? What are your worst fears? Write two pages.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse
Jeremiah 8.20.

Consult the follow studies

Finishing the Task: Mobilising the church for the Great Commission. 
Unreached Peoples: A view of the world from heaven’s perspective.
A Missionary Church: Entering the world of missions, and how to begin.

Maybe for the first time, we have made you aware of unreached peoples, that is groups of people united by a common bond of language, history or culture, You know that Jesus cannot return until every one of these ‘ethnos’ has a viable national, witnessing church of their own, however small and vulnerable that may be. 

To Those Who Are Given Much, Much Is Demanded
These are uncompromising words of Jesus in Luke 12.48.

The Western Church Is Given Much
Because the churches in the West have been given much in terms of light, revelation and resources over the centuries, much is demanded of her. It is never the perfect plan of God that believers and pastors should enjoy 'Mansions, Mercedes and Mega-holidays' before everyone on earth has had the chance to hear about God's love and salvation.
The Charismatic Churches Even More

Because the charismatic churches have received much in terms of the presence of the Holy Spirit and his gifts, even more is demanded of them. It is never God's perfect plan that believers and pastors should spend hours forever soaking in the anointings, blessings and gifts for personal enjoyment when a fraction of this Holy Spirit power appropriately applied would bring the gospel to unreached peoples facing a lost eternity.

The Church Leaders Are Entrusted with Most of All

Because the leaders of the churches in the West and in the revival belts of the world have been entrusted with so many people and ample money, much must be demanded of them by the Lord. It is never God's perfect plan that so much energy should be expended in inter-church competitions for ever bigger buildings and ever larger congregations of nominal believers attracted by feel-good programmes whilst men and women still perish eternally for the lack of hearing the gospel for the first and maybe only time.

So mainly, it is the Western, charismatic churches and their leaders who bear the major responsibility for facilitating the completion of the Great Commission in our generation. Although the actual footwork may be best done by the developing world churches who are nearest to the unreached peoples, they urgently need the prayers, the training and the financial help which can only come from the strong Western churches. According to the parable of the talents, if the servants do not use a gift, they lose it, Matthew 25.14-30.

How can the unreached be reached, even by an inexperienced church that only has a heart to do so, and little more to offer? The AD2000 Joshua Plan which is coordinating work amongst the remaining unreached peoples gives these simple steps.

1. Identify Who the Unreached Are

First stop has to be Joshua Project website http://www.joshuaproject.net/index.php for up to date detailed information on all the least evangelised peoples in the world. Who they are, where they are, and who if anyone is trying to reach them. You can order leaflets on each people group via the link to Bethany Prayer Centre. In the library of http://www.dci.org.uk  there is an Address Book with many different missions listed. You could also look at http://www.missionfrontiers.org  for a lot of help.

2. Get Together with Like Minded People in Church or on the Internet

The task is far too much for any one person, church or denomination. The key is for rich Western churches to link up with the manpower of the churches in the revival belts of the world and both to link with the poor churches near to the unreached peoples in a combined strategy of prayer, men, money, materials and wisdom.

3. Personally Research Your Subject

Psalm 8.4 asks the question, "What is man?" We need to know all about our chosen unreached people so it's back to http://www.joshuaproject.net/index.php then maybe your library or on-line encyclopaedia, information on thousands of 'ethnos' are available.

4. Begin to Make People Aware

Once a people group has been chosen it is important to make your whole church and other local churches, as well as the global coordinators aware of what you are planning, so that cooperation can be arranged and duplication can be avoided. Producing information for prayer, motivation and actual strategy are vital.

5. Your Prayer Opens the Way

You can pray very effectively for the peoples of the 10/40 window from the safety of your own home and land. Often people like Joshua Project and YWAM coordinate prayer worldwide for a special focus, say on Hindu peoples. Visits to pray on site, sometimes quietly and unobtrusively if necessary can be very valuable times that change a nation.

6. Having the Church Adopt an Unreached People Group Is Next

Together, pray for guidance about people groups.
Together, become informed, and inform others in the church.
Together, discuss this with your pastor, familiarise him with the concepts.
Decide things with your missions group, or form one to handle the concept.
Consult with church leadership every step of the way.

Contact missions agencies or the nearest national churches who may have plans to reach this people. If they haven't, it might be your support that convinces them that now is the time.

Pray, pray and pray some more till you see the way clearly, and in unity, and for the grace of perseverance. Get ready to engage in spiritual warfare, binding the powers of darkness who dominate this people from time immemorial and loosing the power of the Holy Spirit and the presence of angels. Set regular times of prayer in people's diaries. 

Choose the people group that God has chosen for you, and you know it.
Pray for his strategy to enter and evangelize your group, yourselves or through an agency or local, national believers.

Communicate and keep communicating your vision and activities to the church, nearby churches, Joshua Project, denominational HQ if you have one, the missions agencies and to the churches nearest to your people group.

7. Church Planting Is the Goal

An ‘ethnos’ is not reached until a viable, witnessing hopefully self-sufficient church is in place. There are many ways of going about this but no-one should approach the front line without partnership, advice and help. Key ingredients in any serious long term plan are the issues of leadership, organisation, goals, research, assessments, consultations with the nearest national church, joint ownership of a final plan, participation by many, cooperation on site, and evaluation. Many books and materials with good advice and experience are available from Joshua Project and the US Centre for World Mission at http://www.missionfrontiers.org . 

Finding Your Role Is Crucial

However daunted you may feel by the size of the challenge, it may well be your personal involvement that is the catalyst that sets everyone and everything in motion, and causes an unreached ‘ethnos’ to be reached for Jesus. As Isaiah says, "Do not hold back, enlarge the place of your tent, spread out to the right and left."

A House of Prayer for All Nations

Pray for Tajikistan
Operation World page 525
6,300,000 Indo-Europeans
1993 independence and war
82% Muslim, few Christians
Many unreached peoples.

10. Jesus, God’s Missionary

Going far for God? Go the way Jesus went!

In Your Bible Read This
Genesis 11.1-9; 1 Thessalonians 1.1-2, 16.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
I said, "Here I am - it is written about me in the scroll - I have come
to do your will O God." Hebrews 10.7; Psalm 40.6-8.

Afterwards Talk about This
Describe your culture to each other, thinking about it according to the headings in section 2.

Something to Do before Next Time
If you have been a believer for a while you may have forgotten what it is like to be outside God’s family. Go and visit some bars, dance halls, markets, sports events. Listen to the people, look at their faces, learn something and see how many conversations you can have.

Written Diploma Work
Look at point 3 about the need to adapt. Write a 2 page essay saying what you think the five headings mean. How would you practically go about the process of being understood by strange new people.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse
Hebrews 10.5-7.

A True Story

A group of Westerners with a missions vision went to a far away land uninvited, and without consulting with the national church. Even local believers were suspicious, and the missionaries soon became isolated from fellowship. For years they kept their own language, culture, food and ways of working and worshipping. Even today anyone who comes to their church services feels an outsider after a while and moves on. 

Sadly but not surprisingly, the work has not grown very much. The faithful missionaries blame the people for being hard hearted. But is that the whole truth?

1. Jesus, God’s Missionary

When the Son of God responded to Father’s call in Psalm 2 and came into the world, he crossed the ultimate culture barrier. He left the purity and perfection of his home in heaven to come to a world stricken with sin, sickness, selfishness, demons and poverty. How did he come?

He came to Jewish people as a Jewish baby boy with Jewish parents. Jesus chose to be born like most people—poor not rich, religious or powerful. He lived in the family of an ordinary working man and learned about the people. Like everyone else he knew heat, cold, hunger and Roman cruelty. 

When it was God’s time he ministered as a Jew to Jewish people in their own language, respecting Jewish culture and customs. He was so one with the people that when soldiers came to arrest him, they had to be shown which man was Jesus. Jesus raised and trained ordinary, local people. After his resurrection he left them to it, trusting these friends to do the work.

Can You See the Difference?
The people in the first story brought God’s love but expected people to enter their culture. When Jesus brought God’s love he fully entered into our culture to win us for heaven.

2. Is Culture a Barrier or a Carrier?

What is culture? It’s an integrated lifestyle of language, habits, customs and social organisation that gives people identity and distinction. 

Culture is about behaviour, body language, relationships and greetings. It is how people talk, eat, dress, work, sing, play and do business. 

You can see a culture in architecture, religious buildings and in the chosen systems of government, law and schools. You can see culture in the respect or lack of it. for officials and in attitudes towards privacy and time. 

Is Culture Good or Bad?
Genesis 11.1-9 and all chapter 10 shows us that culture originates in God who scattered men into nations, and for centuries since then it has evolved. Today Jesus sends us to make disciples of every ethnos, or cultural group and on the last day people from every culture will be worshipping around God’s throne.

Culture is a great carrier of the gospel, and not a barrier at all. Why? Because once the first locals receive Christ they can then take the good news to their people in ways they understand best. Like Jesus, the missionaries can then withdraw and support the locals.

3. Good Missionaries Always Adapt

Love for a people means a big change in order to relate to them. Watch out if you think you know better! The gospel message never changes, but the ways of presenting it must be adapted otherwise no one will understand why you are there and what you are trying to say. 

In order to see conversions to Christ and change from serving false gods there has to be: 

Rapport, between the people and you. 

Communication of your message. 

Understanding by the people, "Yes, this means the same to me as to you." 

Transformation of the new believers life to confirm true conversion. 

Partnership in the gospel

4. Key Number One Is ‘World View’

A person’s world view is how a man or a woman views God, himself and eternity. Conversion and change has to happen here before culture slowly begins to conform to God’s word. Before you speak to the people you are called to, you must take time to understand how they see life. Their world view might be religious and involve God or gods, or it might be secular such as Marxist atheism. From this foundation come all their beliefs, practices and values, good or bad.

5. Paul Got It Right and So Can We! 

In 1 Thess 1 and 2 we read how a pagan people turned from idols to serve the living and true God. Paul says that the gospel came to them not simply with words, so let’s learn three things that were also involved.

Lifestyle that Brought Rapport

They saw at least 12 qualities in Paul‘s life, so they imitated him, even accepting suffering. 
2.3-8; 10-12. 

Communication and Understanding 

They welcomed and understood the message enough to turn from idols, 1.9. 

Paul’s Way of Doing Ministry 

He worked for a living just like them, 2.9. 

He ministered in Holy Spirit power, 1.5.

In the 1700’s the Moravian missionaries even entered leper colonies to become lepers to win lepers and become slaves to win slaves. Today in the Philippines, missionaries choose to live amongst the poor to win them for Christ. In the Sahel missionary Keith Smith lives in a Fulani hut, has a Fulani cow, eats Fulani food, dresses in Fulani robes, speaks Fulani language and is just beginning to win the Fulani for Christ.

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations

Pray for El Salvador

Operation World page 207

6,000,000 people, 80% poor

Evangelicals grown from 2% to 20% 

after war, earthquake and suffering.

11. Why Are the Poor, So Poor?

Nelson Mandela understood apartheid and poverty
 

In Your Bible Read This
Luke 6.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
"Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights
of all who are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights
of the poor and needy." Proverbs 31.8-9.

Afterwards Talk about This 
How can you be the hands, feet and heart of Jesus to the poor in your town?

Something to Do before Next Time 
Go as a team to an agency, Christian or not, that is working amongst
the poor and offer yourselves to do a job or project for them.

Written Diploma Work 
Explain in one page of practical detail what may have happened
to people to make them poor.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse
Jeremiah 22.16.

Jesus, speaking to a crowd of largely rural people who live under the control of Roman military oppressors and wealthy religious leaders, said, "Blessed are you who are poor," Luke 6.17-20. Although we often spiritualise Jesus' references to the poor to mean the spiritually poor, the word that Jesus uses here is ‘ptochos’, literally, the trembling poor. 

The Bible contains at least 245 references to the poor so God has a lot to say about this subject. It is close to his heart and God never calls poverty either blessed, glorified or romantic, rather the Bible says that it is a curse.

1. Why Are the Poor, So Poor?

Some people are poor and dispossessed through no fault of their own, but because of exploitation and oppression, the sins of the rich, of corrupt leaders, or the domination of invading nations. The Hebrew words are ‘rush’ and ‘ani’.

The Lord’s Humble Poor
Some of God’s people brought low by poverty and oppression are called the Lord's humble poor and they cry out to him in humble dependency, Exodus 1.11-12 (Hebrew: ‘ani’, Greek: ‘ptochos’)

Victims of Catastrophe
People can also be poor because of a natural calamity, an accident, national economic disaster or were born physically weak, again through no fault of their own. They might be simple people or defenceless widows or orphans. (Heb. “ebyon’, ‘dallah’ and ‘dal’).

Personal Sin
So many others are poor because of personal sin, which is entirely their own fault. See Job 33.3, Proverbs 13.25; 24.30; 21.5; 22.16; 21.17; 28.22; even Deuteronomy 28.48 (Heb. ‘chaser’). Personal sin causes poverty, but in its turn the pain of poverty causes more personal sin such as stealing and drunkenness, leading to immorality, disease, and violence, Prov 30.9, 30.7.

2. How Can They Be Blessed?

Jesus calls the poor blessed because he knows that they are blessed by God, the God all of justice, the God who puts everything right. Most poor people have never heard of this fact, let alone opened their to hearts and lives to receive the promised blessing of God in their lives.

What Is God’s Answer?
Proverbs 31.9 tells believers exactly what to do. "Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, defend the rights of the poor and needy." The future of the poor is in our hands although this can be a dangerous business as the perils suffered by such defenders of the poor as Amy Carmichael, William Wilberforce and William Booth show.

God Sees His Poor as Precious
Read Job 36.15, Psalm 34.6; 35.10; 113.7-8, and know that God’s good news for the ‘ebyon’, ‘dal’ and ‘dallah’ poor is Jesus, Luke 7.22. 

We Are the Hands of Jesus
Some quote 1 John 3.17 or James 2.15; 1.27 and say that we must help our brothers first. That's fine because there are very many struggling in weakness but even the chaser poor, who may not be loveable or particularly grateful have mercy and grace in God. God speaks to them, specially in Psalm 23.1, Psalm 34.9-10. See Job 29.15-16.

3. How Are the Poor Blessed?

When Jesus said, "Blessed are you who are poor," he was looking at his disciples, Luke 6.20. It is the poor who are also disciples that are blessed through their faith in God.

Blessed by God’s Concern
God understands the pain of poverty better than anyone else, because at the cross God himself as Jesus suffered the ultimate betrayal, injustice, oppression and lack of all things.

· Job defends the poor, Job 31.16.

· David’s psalms give hope to the poor.

· Isaiah prophesies help for people who love the poor, Isaiah 58.6-12. 

· Hosea tells us how God wins hearts, Hosea 11.4. 

· Jeremiah asks if you really know the Lord, Jer 22.16. 

· Jesus was anointed by God to minister to the ptochos, God's humble poor, Luke 4.18-19. 

· Paul puts doctrine into action, Galatians 2.10, 6.10; 2 Cor 8.13. 

· James challenges the church, James 2.5, 14-16. 

· Peter’s church cared, Acts 4.34. 

· John’s final word, 1 John 3.17-18. 

Blessed through Forgiveness
In Jesus there is God’s forgiveness of all the personal sin that provokes poverty. The downhill slide into a living hell can be halted and reversed.

Blessed by God’s Grace
Jesus gives poor people power over temptation. Hands that stole now work for God, family and others, Eph 4.28.

Blessed by God’s People
God commands believers with possessions and with freedom to provide for poor people and take a stand against the injustices that hold millions worldwide in ‘rush’ poverty. In Matthew 25.35 Jesus shows us how.

In the context of the poor, disciples are told to love enemies, who can be the poor who rob you, and not just love those who love us. We are to do good not just to those who are good to us, not to judge them and not just lend to those who repay us. When you give to the poor then it will be given to you, Luke 6.27-38. They can't repay you, but God will, Proverbs 19.17.

The gospel blesses the poor if they come to Christ and the same gospel also blesses the rich if they come to Christ. But if a rich man causes others to suffer poverty then according to James, let him beware, James 5.1-6. 

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations 

Pray for Bangladesh 

Operation World page 109 

132,000,000 of the poorest people 

87% Muslim, 10 Hindu 

0.08% Evangelical believers 

Over-populated, devastating floods.

12. Anointed for the Poor

Go to the street corners, invite to the banquet anyone you find
In Your Bible Read This
Isaiah Chapter 61; Matthew 22.1-14.

Here Is Your Memory Verse 
The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners,
recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed and
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, Luke 4.18-19.

Afterwards Talk about This 
In your town, who are these people Isaiah 61 talks about. Name names,
occupations and locations. Pray for them. 

Something to Do before Next Time 
As a team, after much binding and loosing prayer, visit the red-light district
of your town to sing, preach Jesus and offer love and friendship to people
who are deeply lost and gripped by sin and Satan.

Written Diploma Work 
Review Romans 1.18-32 and write a page explaining the downhill
slide into depravity, as it is in actual life.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse 
Ezekiel 36.37-38.

In Isaiah 61.4 there is a special promise -
They will rebuild the ancient ruins, and restore the places long devastated, they will renew the ruined cities, that have been devastated for generations.

Many city centres are beautiful because money has been spent to make them pleasant for people to work in and attractive for visitors. But for millions of men, women and children who live in the inner cities the truth is very different. They come looking for employment, wages and a better life but all they find is -

Unemployment, poverty, exploitation, pollution, drugs, vice, crime, sickness and violence. For them, and for God the cities are moral and spiritual ruins where life has been devastated for a long time. Why is this?

1. The Downhill Slide

Romans 1, 18-32, says that once men forget the one true living God they fall into the grip of idolatry, which is the beginning of a slippery, downhill slope, 21-23.

The inevitable consequence of idolatry is another slide, into impurity and immorality, 24.25.

Because immorality never satisfies for long, men and women fall further into perversity, 26-27.

Finally they hit depravity at the bottom. People become senseless, faithless, heartless and ruthless which is the inner city streets with all their deceit, malice, strife and murder, 1.28-32.

The good news is that God has promised that "they" will rebuild these ruins, and restore these devastated places. 

2. Who Are These People?

Here is the astonishing answer. Once upon a time they were poor people, broken-hearted men and women. They were captives to sin, self and Satan through addictions and abuse. Once upon a time they were prisoners, even in jail, and their lives were full of darkness, despair and grief. 

Now they are comforted. 

Now they are beautiful people. 

Now they have joy and gladness. 

Now they are stable, unmoved. 

They are called priests of the Lord. 

 

And ministers of our God. 

They have wealth to feed on. 

They enjoy even a double portion. 

They look forward to an inheritance. 

Their descendants bless the nations. 

And everyone who sees them has to admit that God has blessed them. No wonder they celebrate and praise God, Isaiah 61.1-11. 

How Did This Happen? 
An exchange of lifestyle like this has to be a miracle of God. The key is in Isaiah 61.1 where someone, a rescuer says, "The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me." Anointing means a calling and enabling, 1 Samuel 16.13.

3. Who Has the Lord Anointed?

The Lord God has anointed his Son, Jesus. Luke 4.16-21 tells us that Jesus went to the synagogue, read the Isaiah promise publicly and declared that on that day the prophecy was fulfilled. Jesus then began to do all that God had promised. 

4. What Is Jesus Anointed for?

To Be Good News for the Poor
A poor man is a man who humbles himself and asks God for help, like the leper in Luke 5.12-15. A man may be wealthy but if in his spirit he is crying out for help, he is a humble man. A beggar with nothing might be proud and say leave me alone. 

To Bring Freedom to Prisoners
When Paul and Silas were in prison in Acts 16.16-40 they were praising God at midnight. The Lord sent an earthquake that shook them free and brought salvation to the jailer as well. He can do the same for today's prisoners of drugs and disease.

To Bring Sight to the Blind
Some people are physically blind, but many can neither enter nor see God's Kingdom because they are spiritually blind. Jesus said that they need to be born again, John 3.3,5.

To Release the Oppressed
It is Jesus who sets people free from the demons that torment through fear, anger, hatred, rejection, self pity, failure, with visions and voices at night.

To Declare the Year of God’s Favour
Those street people who were so poor, broken and captive to sin met Jesus and found that today he is still restoring men and women to life, health and hope and giving them dignity and purpose. And the blessing does not stop there.

5. God also Anoints Street People

Jesus said that when the Spirit of the Sovereign Lord comes you also receive power to tell people that Jesus is alive today and doing the miracles in the inner city, Acts 1.8.

Jesus said that if anyone has faith in him he would also do all that Jesus had been doing and even greater things, John 14.12.

Jesus said that just as his Father sent him to rescue men and women in this sin stricken and demon possessed world so he is sending his disciples to continue the work of rescue and restoration. So the very people who were the victims of the streets become the rescuers. They are the ones that Jesus is anointed for, comes for, changes, anoints and sends to rebuild and restore the lives that sin, sickness and Satan has ruined.

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations 

Pray for Uganda 

Operation World page 548 

22,000,000 Bantu’s & Nilotics 

84% Christians, 8% Muslims 

War followed a 60 year revival 

Huge orphans & AIDS problems.

How to Open Your Own School
Without spending a lot of money
If you have seen the list of studies we hope that you feel excited about the possibilities of adding a training school to your church, cell group or mission. It's a decision that you would never regret. What shall you do next?  Here are some of the answers, but remember that the promise of God is that if you will acknowledge Him in all your ways, He will direct your paths. See Proverbs 3.5-6.

We are ready to help you to start a 2 Timothy 2.2 style training centre, because we know how very cost-effective this model of training can be. You may e-mail us to share your plans and ask for advice.

Frequently Asked Questions

Do we need a separate Bible School building?

Many people think that a Bible School has to be a special building with a Cross on the top. The structure of this course helps you to avoid such big expenses because it is designed to be done in a home, in a hall or even under a shady tree, with minimum expenses. This is particularly important for people who live in countries where Christians are persecuted or poor. Did you know that for the first 400 years after Jesus died and rose again that the believers had neither church buildings nor Bible School buildings, yet the church grew very fast.

The 2 Timothy 2.2 principle is very effective

One man teaches a small group of say 10 people, in a home.

So 11 people know the word of the Lord.

Each of the ten passes on the learning to 10 others, in his home.

Now 111 people have heard the word of the Lord.

Each of the 100 meet with ten others to teach them in a home.

Now 1,111 people have been learning, at almost no cost.

This is called Training by Multiplication, and although the figures can differ, the principle works all over the world, and succeeds. See also Lesson 66: A Discipling Church
Who should come and learn?
God will guide you as the pastor-teacher as you pray, but look for enthusiastic, thoroughly converted men and women of all ages and backgrounds who know that God is calling them to serve Him. Loyalty is worth very much more than education or riches, so ask God for people who will become your friends. Pray for people who will come and share your vision and sufferings, joining you in the work, serving under your supervision. Say no, or maybe next year, to people that you feel unsure about after prayer. Trust the witness of God’s Spirit to your spirit, He is never wrong.

Remember that Jesus chose only 12 people to be his close disciples
You do not necessarily need to have more. Choose a few to begin with, the right people and that is fine. More will come as word spreads and that gives you time to become more proficient in teaching and caring for them, and to raise up some of your first students as assistants for the next course.

How should I start?
Study these notes very carefully until you understand them in your heart. They will teach you the simple principles that Jesus and Paul used to see the early church grow by 'multiplying'.

Pray to discover the best start up time.

Meanwhile study the course yourself.

Then like Jesus, after much prayer.

You choose and invite your disciples.

Agree the best time to meet.

All of these have been tried in different countries and they work:
Once a week for two years, that is 2 x 13 week terms + 1 x 14 week term with a 3 week break at Christmas, a 3 week break at Easter and a 6 week break at harvest time.

Or 2 lessons a week for 1 year. Or 2 months in, 2 months back home.

You decide what is best for you.

How do I run a class?

Prepare your lesson in advance. If you do not, they will all know! 
Allow two hours for each session.

Photocopy the lesson notes in advance, or students must take their own notes if they can write, or work hard to remember if they cannot.

Be a House of Prayer for All Nations. Always begin with worship, praise and prayer, Psalm 100.

As part of your worship and training make time for intercession for the nation that is given in each lesson. A different student each time can come prepared to lead the prayer and give more information about the nation.

Then learn the memory verse together. It’s a good habit.

Take turns to practice reading the Bible passages out loud.

Teach the lesson in your language always taking time to find and read the Bible verses referred to. See the notes on how to teach.

Afterwards let the people discuss what they have learned. Be careful to only guide and never dominate the conversation. A suggestion to start the talking is contained in each lesson.

Explain the practical assignment to the students. Graduation in this course is by achievement not by academic ability or memorisation of the teaching. 

Do not allow any student to go on to the next lesson until they have done their practical work, unless they have a very good reason, such as illness. Each student must keep a record in a notebook of what they have done, the date, and the result, always initialled by you each week when you see it.

The meditation is to do at home to unlock the treasures in God’s word.

Explain the written homework for the students who want to qualify for the diploma. You should mark and return the work which should then be kept safe and clean for later use.

Above all enjoy the Lord, enjoy being with each other and enjoy learning God’s word. Don’t be too serious and sober. Laugh a little, eat and drink together as friends.

5. How much should the people pay?
This course comes to you free, so, as Jesus says, "Freely you have received, freely give." Matthew 10.8. Of course the students should pay for expenses and their notes but please do not sell the Word of God. 

6. Will this kind of training work?
In 1983, Miguel Diez and his wife prayed, and began to preach to street people in their town in Spain. Drug addicts, prostitutes and criminals were saved and Miguel then taught them these same principles of Discipleship, Evangelism, Serving God, and Kingdom Economics. The new disciples worked to bring in money for their group, witnessing day and night. 

Today when many Spanish churches still have only 50 members, Miguel has over 36,000 people, with missions in 56 nations. John Joseph in India is seeing the beginnings of similar results as his young men take the lessons back to the jungles and the rural villages. 

Does it work? After almost 20,000,000 hits on this website since 1999, there are now many schools springing up all over the world. The testimonies are many. It works, and it will for you as well. 

7. How do I teach the people?

The worst thing you can do is stand at the front and speak for an hour 
When a person only hears a lesson he remembers very little of it, maybe 25%, and often less. When people see something that interests them, they remember maybe 50%, or more. When a person learns by doing something themselves, they remember nearly everything, and never forget it. 

Concentrate on this!
People generally cease to concentrate after about twenty minutes, so have regular pauses and breaks. Ask people to tell each other what they have just learned. Get them, to stand, pray, stretch or walk about to restore the concentration level. Creativity is crucial. 

Enjoy your time together
Have breaks after each session to talk and have coffee, soft drinks or tea. Find some biscuits, give out some sweets during the lesson. You will soon make friends. 

Vary the teaching methods
Outrageous examples are never forgotten. Involve the people to the maximum. Let the students do drama sketches, sing or mime to illustrate your points. Use a blackboard to draw lots of diagrams, pictures and charts. Draw maps, pictures and bring objects to illustrate your lesson. Use music from cassettes, video, slides or films if you can. Get the students to work in small groups or to debate topics. 

Above all, practice 2 Timothy 2.2 and arrange for those who have learned from you to go and repeat the lesson to another group, and encourage that group to go and tell others. In this way the word spreads widely and grows in power.

Who Am I?

Dear Student and Reader,
I have no church position, pulpit, religious title or salary. I speak about Jesus only from time to time in the local village church we attend in my own country, but my friends, my colleagues and my former students have taken responsibility for many thousands of people, most of them poor by anyone’s standards, in many countries of the world.

I was born and still live in the West, but sometimes I wonder if that wasn't one of God’s rare mistakes, not that he ever makes any of course. I rarely leave my family that I love for longer than two weeks away yet I delight in spending nearly every waking moment serving in Latin America, in Africa, in India or even further away where no-one else ever seems to go to.  All by means of the Internet, telephone, fax and mail.

A very long time ago, I was a businessman with a big house and a big car, but now my greatest friends, to whom I would trust my life, are among the forgotten peoples of the world. Once upon a time I drank too much, treated people very badly, made many mistakes and thought nothing of it. Then in 1977 Jesus met with me; he saved me, healed me, set me free from innumerable vices and habits, filled me with his Spirit and called me to serve him. This I have done for twenty-five years by the grace of God alone, and with the help of my family and a small circle of dear friends from different churches. If you wish you can find out a bit more from this page: http://www.dci.org.uk/main/findout.htm 

The lessons in this book are my own notes. They have been a blessing to me and I hope they are to you as well. The mistakes are mine alone; forgive me please, I am still a learner and willing to be corrected. 


Together with my wife and my children we send you our greetings with our prayers, only asking that you will pray for us also.

Who am I? I am yours, because of Jesus,

A fellow servant
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A MANUAL FOR STUDENTS, COURSE LEADERS AND PASTORS
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1. For individual students and personal at home study

How do I begin ? How much does this Course cost ?

Nothing at all.  It is free, no catches, no small print, no credit cards. Free.

This version of the School of Mission and our time to help you get started is free. A similar course, not ours, in the UK costs at least £2,500 / $4,000 plus a similar amount for accommodation and meals so you know how valuable this free gift is. At no time will anyone from DCI World Christians ask you for money, credit card numbers, cheques or fees to pay for these studies. If they do, they are not from DCI World Christians and you should never pay anyone for these study materials.

Can you send me the lessons by post ?

We are sorry but we cannot do this because the cost of printing and posting thousands of packages would be very costly and we could never offer you the teaching free of charge. You can collect all the lessons in about 10 minutes and print them out one at a time as you need them.

Can I do this Course by correspondence ?

We are sorry, but we could never handle thousands of lessons coming in from all over the world. The answer is to find a local supervisor, see below.

Do I have to enrol for the School ?

No, not at all.  There is no application form, we will accept you as our student and we will help you. These are the studies from our original School of Mission in England. The materials are free for everybody, of all ages, male and female, poor or rich, younger or older and of all colours, races and backgrounds. This Course is our gift to you. The studies are also being taught in hundreds of churches and classes all over the world.

What do I do first in each study lesson ?

As long as all the work gets done, it is not important which order you choose. The main study material on each page is to get you searching and thinking about the subject. We then emphasise the lesson with scripture readings and conversation. We give you a short essay to write and we ask to you to actually do something practical that will help you to turn the learning into experience.

Approach each lesson in the way that suits you best, but if I can make a suggestion why not try this:

1. The Bible readings to set the context.

2. The actual study.

3. Memorise the verse.

4. Meditate on the given verse.

5. The written work.

6. The practical project.

7. The conversation.

8. Don't forget the two prayer times, beginning and end.

Please bear in mind that if you are doing the Course as an individual, which is just great, some of these items, like the 'Talk about this . . .' are really designed for small group use.  Maybe your family and friends will be pleased to hear what you have discovered.  You do not have to do everything at once, people often complete a study over a week.

Can I take just one section of the study programme ?

Yes, of course, please help yourself to as many or as few of the studies as you wish.  In you are doing the whole course we don't mind in which order you handle the lessons. You can take things in order from number one in the list of studies, or you can begin in the section that interests you the most. 

Must I do the practical and written assignments ?

No, not at all but you will gain the maximum benefit if you do so. Some people only do the main section as a personal devotional. In some cases people simply cannot write well in English or even in their own language, and in some repressive countries if students try and do the practical projects they could end up in prison. We do not want that to happen.

As an alternative to our practical projects you could speak to your Pastor, and ask if he or she will employ you in similar church activities for two hours for each study. If you are studying for a Certificate then you should maintain a list of jobs done and hours taken. This was always acceptable in our own school.

Do I need to buy books and how much will they cost ?

The only book you will need is a Bible in your language.

How long does it take to complete the Course?

We suggest that all the studies, assignments and practical work should be completed within a maximum period of two years, which is more than ample. Many people do one lesson a week, and do every part thoroughly. Others but do a study every three or four days. One study a day would be ridiculous cramming and of no lasting benefit. You need to give yourself space and time for the Bible content to go past your mind and take root in your heart and spirit, and you need time to do the assignments.  There is no benefit at all in rushing through the studies, and haste will make a disciple.

Can I get a diploma ?

Will you issue a diploma for me from England ?

We are sorry, originally we tried to offer this but it soon became clear that we could never handle the verification of thousands of applications from all over the world. We will show you how to gain or issue a credible diploma in your location. See the special diploma section below.

How can I receive a diploma ?

It is not difficult. For example, most churches, missions and Bible Schools that are using these studies issue their own Diplomas to successful students. These are very acceptable to churches, authorities, employers and officials in their local area because they can be verified on the spot. 

STEP ONE: If you are willing to work through every part of each lesson and take the exam at the end and wish to receive a diploma then before you start you should speak to your pastor or church/mission/cell/school leader, explain the Course and ask if he or she would be willing to issue you with a diploma if you complete this Course properly under supervision. Most leaders and ministers are more than willing than help and feel thrilled to meet a member who is hungry to know God's word. Churches and Bible Schools will often adopt this Course and run it once they see what it is.

STEP TWO: You will need to find a legitimate supervisor who will read and mark your written work, listen to your reports of the practical work, talk things through with you and keep your records and registers.  It is he or she that will present your results to the pastor or leader. 

STEP THREE: At the end of your studies either your local church or mission leader or a similar professional must examine your work and your supervisor's records.  Then if your work is up to standard the church or organisation should issue you with a credible diploma usually as part of a Sunday service or cell group meeting. Often churches and Bible Schools have a special Graduation Ceremony for their students.

Who could be my supervisor ?

We suggest that supervisors can be, for example - pastors, elders, assistant pastors, missionaries, retired church or missions leaders, parents, cell or home group leaders and retired folk as long as they are mature believers, responsible, people of integrity who know their Bible and who will spend time talking and praying with the student. We think that one man or woman can handle up to 6 students, more or less. See the section below for supervisors.

If you could get a few friends to study together, and a church leader to approve your meeting, and a competent person to supervise you, then you have a new School of Mission under way and you can issue your own diplomas. See the section below for advice about this.

2. FOR PASTORS, LEADERS AND SUPERVISORS

    SPECIALLY FOR SCHOOL OF MISSION COURSE LEADERS

Question: How does the School of Mission work best ?   

Answer: The EAPTC model in Nairobi, Kenya

When Korean missionary Paul Lee came to Nairobi some years ago he opened a traditional Bible School which although it was good, it did not achieve the hoped for results in terms of many graduates going on to plant new churches and engage with cross-cultural mission.

Five years ago Paul changed to the discipleship-based DCI School of Mission and since then graduates have opened more than 60 new churches and Schools of Mission in Kenya, more than 40 in Uganda and others in Burkina Faso, Malawi and Sudan.  The School of Mission in Malawi has just had its first graduation and one student is already in the process of opening the training in Botswana.

Paul Lee's goal is to open 10,000 new churches and Schools of Mission across all Africa, and worldwide. He is well on the way.

This is how the EAPTC School of Mission in Nairobi works:

1. Applications are taken for the next course.

2. A simple selection procedure of up to 15 students per course takes place.

3. The School of Mission programme is offered part-time, daily for six months, in any available room, no expensive special facilities needed. The atmosphere is outward looking to unreached peoples and the nations, and the expectancy is that many students will go and open a new School elsewhere, form a new church around it, or at the very least return to their home churches as better equipped men and women to serve the pastor.

4. Graduation. Every graduate is officially authorised to repeat the training in another location. In effect the student becomes the teacher. A copy of the School materials is  made available for purchase at cost price. This is the key to growth.

5. The graduates return to their home church. The home church becomes a mother church by sending out the graduate to repeat the School of Mission in another urban or rural locality, or over the border in another country.

The process then repeats . . .

1. The new free School of Mission is advertised by word of mouth.

2. Applications come in, students are selected.

3. The new School repeats the programme part-time in 6 to 24 months. 

The graduate has become the director/teacher/pastor. The free training inevitably brings about prayer, outreach, worship and fellowship which is consolidated into a daughter church which is supported by the mother church.

Graduation Day. Graduates are authorised to repeat the training in another location. Again some students go and become the next teachers/pastors.

"In this way the word of the Lord spreads widely and grows in power" (Acts 19.20) which is the vision of the original School of Mission back in 1987, in England.

6. Meanwhile the Nairobi School of Mission at EAPTC holds another course . . . see step one.

Evangelical Alliance for Preacher Training and Commission

c/o GMK, P.O. Box 3774, Nairobi 00506, Kenya. Internet: www.eaptc.org

From Dr. Les Norman, the founder of the Schools of Mission network:

If you are the leader of an existing School of Mission or just thinking about starting one and joining the network, I urge you to adopt and adapt this model from Kenya because the results are truly outstanding, and I have seen them for myself.

How can I open a School of Mission?

Can I open a new Training School with your materials ?

Can my existing Training School use your materials ?

Yes, to both questions. All the studies and any advice you need are our gift to you free of charge. We will do all we can to help you.

How do I issue a credible diploma ?

This next section is exclusively for Bible School, Mission and Church Leaders who have been approached by a student or his or her supervisor to request approval and covering for a forthcoming course of studies with the hope that the church, mission, school or organisation will issue a diploma at the end of the course of studies and after the examination provided.

At the end of the Course of Studies it is normal and expected by successful students that they will receive a Diploma or Certificate. Some leaders may also wish to present students with interim awards after every section of studies in order to affirm and encourage them. A proper Certificate rewards the students perseverance and diligence and it is an asset for them to add to their CV and to present to prospective employers, church leaderships, and to colleges of higher education.

In order for a certificate to be credible it needs to be issued correctly. This page will help the leadership to reward their students with a valuable qualification.

A student should be presented with two items:

The Certificate. 

The Transcript, which is an explanation and validation. 

The Certificate

Do not publish a copy of your certificates on the Internet as unscrupulous people will make copies and sell them on the streets. This diminishes the value and credibility of the genuine certificates.

It is easy to make your own certificates. On a PC both Microsoft Word, Microsoft Publisher, Corel, Serif and so on all have ready-made templates with fancy borders that you can use. Just add your words, the layout of your choice, and the names of your students and print, preferably with a colour printer. A certificate does not have to be complex or expensive. You can buy ready made blank certificates at major stationery and paper suppliers in most large towns worldwide. One make is Decadry. 

You may call your award a Certificate or Diploma of Biblical Studies if you wish. It should contain the title, a confirmation that <your student’s name> has satisfactorily completed a supervised course of studies supplied by Dr. L H Norman at The DCI World Christians Network, England from <date> to <date> and has passed the Course examination, (with merit, or honours as necessary).

The Certificate should be signed in ink by two officials, dated, rubber stamped front and rear, and if a red wax or plastic seal can be attached to the front, so much the better. It should be presented in a hard Certificate holder or clear plastic folder or envelope to keep it clean.

The Transcript

This is the validation for the Certificate and should be type-written on headed paper, each page rubber-stamped and initialled or signed by the pastor or School Principal. Anything less than this will be treated with suspicion by any examining body in the future. A second original should be kept by the School.

The transcript must contain the following:

1. Students full name, address, passport or ID card number and date of birth.

2. Students passport-size photo, glued to the page, rubber stamped over the edge.

3. Title of Course and Dates of Course.

4. Location of course, and name of the Course Leader or School Principal.

5. Name and full contact details for the student’s supervisor. 

6. List of all titles studied. See below for a ready made list to copy.

7. Confirmation of number of essays submitted with average mark gained.

8. Confirmation of number of practical assignments completed. 

9. Date of Examination and the actual result. 

10. Source of study material which is Dr. Les Norman, Th.D, M.Ph, DCI World Christians, PO Box 5091, Nottingham NG25 0DH, England.

11. The academic valuation.

This will be understood by a College or Higher Education or a University who may or may not allow academic credits to be considered towards a course of further study offered by them. Please note that no guarantee whatsoever should be given to any student that any University or College will automatically accept the values awarded by this Certificate or any other from an outside institution. However many colleges will certainly take these studies into account, especially with a credible transcript to accompany them.

"Dr. Les Norman, Th.D, M.Ph, of DCI World Christians in the UK, confirms that if the full Course were completed on their premises and under their supervision the actual classroom and study time would be as follows:

85 lessons at 1.5 classroom or study hours each = 127.5 hours. 

85 written assignments at 3 hours each = 255 hours. 

85 practical assignments at 2 hours each =170 hours. 

Total classroom and assignment clock hours = 552 hours. 

The 552 total hours equals 34 credit hours. 

Therefore the academic valuation of this Certificate of Biblical Studies is said to be 34 semester credits."

This last section was exclusively for Bible School, Mission and Church Leaders who have been approached by a student or his or her supervisor to request approval and covering for a forthcoming course of studies with the hope that the church, mission, school or organisation will issue a diploma at the end of the course of studies and after the examination provided.

Please write to Dr Les Norman for any further advice or clarification: support@dci.org.uk 

Does a Diploma provide any academic credits ?

It is impossible to guarantee that any academic institution will accept outside certificates but many colleges and universities will certainly take your certified work into consideration. For example, a valid diploma issued that proceeds from these studies will be taken into account by New Covenant International University in the USA in applying for credits towards their Higher Studies. NCIU have a website and e-mail contact in English at www.newcovenant.edu 

Do graduates become pastors automatically ?

Pastor is a gifting from God that is seen and recognized not a title or a rank that is awarded by men.

Have your students done the written work, the practical projects and the exam ?  The students need to think, pray, write and do what Jesus did. Please do not graduate students who have only sat through the lessons or give them the title of pastor. Let them earn a church's recognition by doing what Jesus did.  

Can we have diplomas from the UK ?
Each School of Mission should prepare its own diploma in its own language, signed by local leaders who can be contacted if there is any doubt in the future when the graduates show their diploma. Nobody will believe that a diploma from the UK in the hands of a village pastor is a genuine document so local signatures are very important.

Do the students need to be formally supervised and examined ?

Yes - if your church or Bible School wishes to offer a credible diploma at the end of the Course. You will need to keep meticulous records to be able to verify any enquiries about a student at a later date, for example from an employer or University admissions office.

No - if people are taking the studies for their own enjoyment and personal growth as in a weekly Bible Study meeting at church.

What do we do if we don't have enough supervisors in our church?

Well, why not think about asking for help from another church, maybe even from a very different kind of church altogether.  Working together with other churches is very healthy and iron sharpens iron as the proverb says. Retired people, retired pastors and missionaries are often also very willing to help.

How can our own school or church issue credible certificates ?

If you are a School or Church Leader see the page of full information on how to issue credible certificates.

Can I call my new school a DCI School?

Thank you for your confidence but for legal reasons, it will be better for you if you use your own name in your own language. Using the name of this network without authorisation and permission may bring you problems and unwanted interest from officials. You may of course say that you are using materials and studies supplied by The DCI Trust in England.

Specially For Teachers and Supervisors

What does a supervisor have to do?

A supervisor reads and marks students lessons, and most of all takes a friendly interest in the student.  

Supervisors have to report to the pastor or leader at the end of the course and so they must keep the following simple but careful records:

(1) A register of the studies that a student has completed, with the date, and a signature to say he or she is satisfied that the student has learned the subject.

(2) A register of the written work that is part of each study with the date and with comments about the quantity and quality of work. The student must keep his work safe ready for later examination if necessary. 

Here is a guide to marking:

Because this Course is used worldwide among people who have English as their second or third language we keep the marking plan very simple. The same marking guide can be used for the examination.

A = 80% -100% Truly outstanding work, only awarded sparingly. Supervisors should only award an A or an A+ in the case of an extraordinarily good piece of work, otherwise there is no means of rewarding a special achievement.

B = 70% - 79% Very good work, clear understanding of the subject.

C = 50% - 69% Average work, could maybe do better.

D = 50% and less. The lesson or examination needs to be repeated for the student to grasp the meaning.

Each grade could have + or - as well, for example a B - or a C+

(3) A record of the goal and the results of the practical work with the title and the date. We never look for instant success on every occasion, rather that every outreach would be a learning experience.

How do you mark the essays as A, B, C etc.? 

You have to judge the length of the work, 350/400 words would be a page for me.  Then I see if the student has actually answered the question asked and not written an answer to a hasty glance at the question. Then I look at content, I ask myself whether the student is answering within the boundaries of the subject, then of course I look for truth, accuracy and presentation, neatness and legibility. I would consult with a local high school teacher for the locally understood way of judging work. Some cultures value some things far more than others and it is important to know what they might be.

Where is the examination ?

You will find it in all the download packages and it comes with a guide to how to offer the examination either in parts or as a whole at the end. The marking scale is seen above. At the end of the course a supervisor may ask for the file of exam answers.  When you e-mail us please include your full name, address, age, ID card or passport number, telephone number, your minister's name, and the church name and address, and the very same details for your student. Thank you.

What happens at the end of the course?

At the end of the studies, the supervisor should take the registers, records and samples of work to the minister or leader who originally agreed to approve the studies with a diploma. The minister or leader should review and approve the following:.

1. The three kinds of record sheets detailed above together with the supervisor's opinions and private recommendations.

2. The examination results.

3. The student's behaviour and willingness during the course. 

He or she may also want to interview the student. Normally the diplomas are issued at a Graduation Ceremony which all the church, families and friends are invited to attend. We would ask each student to publicly state their vision for future service. 

3. More questions and more answers

What does DCI mean ?

DCI covers the activities of a group of people in different nations encompassing The DCI Foundation, the Schools of Mission, the World Christians News Pages and this web site.  The name comes from Romans 1.1 in the Bible where in the original language Paul describes himself as a 'Doulos Christou Iesou' - a servant of Jesus Christ. This title from way back in 1986 reminds us of our place and calling to serve the Lord and a world of people. 

Who are you and where are you from ? 

See Who Are We on www.dci.org.uk The Course Director is Dr. Les Norman, Th.D, Ph.M with over 30 years of experience in Christian work. We are in England, and to keep expenses low we all work from home and live simply. Our colleagues and students come from all over the world.

Which denomination do you belong to ?

The DCI movement intentionally does not belong to any one denomination and the people who work together in this missions network come from many different modern and classical expressions of the Christian faith across the nations. Academically, we are affiliated to NCI University in the USA where Dr. Les Norman is accredited as an associate professor. Here in the UK base the Director and his family belong to a growing modern evangelical church  and other colleagues belong to similar churches, larger or smaller of different denominations.

Do you have a statement of faith ?

We are in agreement with the 381 AD Nicene Creed or the Apostles Creed of the early church which is to most classical and modern Christian groups worldwide..

"We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. "

(The word "catholic" refers to the universal church of the Lord Jesus Christ.)

How can I help you in return ? 

Thank you for thinking about that. We really appreciate all help as we charge no fees for the studies either for the Internet version or historically in our actual schools. We also regularly support many people and projects in mission and in work amongst the poor. We do not have any denominational or corporate sponsorship and do not carry advertisements on our web site. If the School of Mission is a blessing to you, then an offering will help us provide it freely to many others in the developing world who have no means at all of funding their studies, and we can also help our graduates and leaders make a start with new mission or care projects.

What other languages are available ?

See our front page at www.dci.org.uk and you will find English, Spanish, Portuguese, Cebuano, German, Arabic, Hindi, Indonesian, Mooré, Romanian, Russian, Kiswahili, Telegu and Chinese. We welcome all offers to join our team and translate the studies into other languages.

What is best for a leaders conference in the developing world?

If you only have time for seven sessions, and the people already know the basics then we recommend the following foundational topics from the main list: 11.God’s Plan for The World; 12.The Great Commission;  38.Bring Back the King; 63.Growing the Church; 64.The Harvest Church; 65.A Servant Church; 66.A Discipling Church

Can I make copies of your studies for others ?
Yes, you can help yourself and give away everything you have from us.  You are welcome. We will not charge you for copyright, so long as you give freely as we have given to you, and you only charge the cost price for making the actual copies.
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