Getting there, reaching that . . . 
Philippians 3, 10-14 in context of 1-10
I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
I want to know Christ.

For Paul to know Christ meant three things:

1. To know Christ is to know the power of his resurrection

2.  To know Christ is know the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings

Better to share in those sufferings than not to know Christ !

What are his sufferings?
More emotional, inward than physical for Western believers.
Jesus was man of sorrows, acquainted with grief – neither his own.

Jesus wept over a city.

Jesus came to His own people who turned their back on him.
Jesus knew ridicule, was despised even hated.
Jesus paid the ultimate price to do God’s will, not His own . .

“I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church.” Col. 1.24 
3. To know Christ is to become like him in his death

The picture is the Cross and to know Him is to love like him, to give like him, to save others like him, to lay down our lives like him, to embrace the will of God like him.

For Jesus suffering and the death came before resurrection power but we need His resurrection power first before we can engage with the suffering of the world and become like him in his death, and it is ours: The same Holy Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you. Romans 8.11

So, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

This the long-term goal beyond all the issues of life and living now. Notice the word: Somehow ! Speaks of mystery, grace, He will do it for me, not me, not even by all the religious qualifications of verses 4 -7, but by the righteousness that comes from faith in Christ alone. Trusting that on the Cross He did everything for me and all I have to is believe, receive and follow Him. He takes my righteousness or lack of it and He gives me His. And that free gift is enough for me and for any man to stand before God and be welcome.
In the meantime . . .
I press on to take hold of that 
for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.
What is that ?

It is what Jesus took hold of you for, it is the will of God, His plans and purposes for you, reason why you were born and are alive today, why you are who you are, why you were born again, why He reached down to you, revealed Himself to you, forgave you, embraced you, healed you, gave you His Holy Spirit to live in you, called you, gave you grace and favour and why He perseveres with you and has patience with you to this very day.

There is a that for everyone of us to attain, to rise to or to miss!

Two things that will stop you reaching your “That”

1. Living in the past
2. Not stretching towards what is ahead in the Lord

You will never do number 2 if you are a paralysed by number 1.
Living in the past may be our living in the successes of the past, the laurels upon which we rest and move no further.
More likely it is living with the past that it is over, dead but maybe not buried.  It is dwelling on the sins, mistakes, failures and wrong decisions for which we have paid the price, and which paralyze us. The older you are the more you have got in your memory.

Eventually you can carry so much baggage you can’t even walk let alone run! Or your memory is full and you don’t compute any more.
Paul said, “ One thing I do . . . 
forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead.” 
Everything else he did was a branch from this root, the words “one thing” tells us how hard it is to forget what is behind, and Paul had a lot of words and experiences to forget.
How do we forget what is behind ?
It is hard, it may be even impossible, but we can disempower the past, to pull the plug out.

1. Do what the Lord does and choose not to remember.

"I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.” Isaiah 43.25 

God never forgets, He just doesn’t remember. Like using a TV remote control you can also change the channel in your mind.

2. You can bury the past in God’s forgiveness and no digging it up.


Then you can forgive yourself and forgive others.

3. You can allow prayer in the name of Jesus to break every hold of the past, particularly the grip of involvement in the occult.

4. You can let Jesus heal your past.

Where is that 10 year old, that abused or bereaved teenager, that 20 year old, that 30 year old, 40, 50 or 60 year old who made the wrong decision, or who trusted and was let down, who went the wrong way and is still paying the price ? 
Where is he or she ? He or she is still there – inside an older body. And he or she still remembers  . . . and the wounds can be as raw today as they were then, and the tears can be as real today as they were then, and they will be unless Jesus comes, touches and heals.
How can Jesus heal those hurts ?

No problem with headaches, backaches, toothaches, some people even have faith for serious things but . . the wounds of the past ?
Time including the past only exists in human life. Away from the sun, the moon, the seasons and the Rolex’s and the Timex’s you would need a clock and calendar to know what day it is.

For Jesus, the son of God, who steps into and out of human time and human lives as easily we step from one room to another it is perfectly possible for Him to heal the 10 year old inside a 50 year old as it is to heal yesterday’s aches, hurts and wounds because . . 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
Hebrews 13.8

We are not talking about digging up the past, that is for the psychiatrist’s couch. We are talking about asking Jesus to deal with whatever He wants to reveal and deal with, to make us whole, spirit, soul and body, past and present for the future. And Jesus is not one to refuse a sincere invitation. 

1 Samuel 16.1
The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul (the mistake of the past, it didn’t work out) ? Fill up your horn (container or strength) with oil (symbol of the Holy Spirit) and be on your way; I am sending you . . . " 

And then with all the fears and painful memories buried  in His love you can stretch towards what is ahead in the Lord

You can press on towards the goal
You can win the prize for which you were called
No laurel wreath in heaven, no cash bonus, no OBE or MBE or knighthood but there is a prize of glory for those who overcome, rather than get in by the skin of their teeth, and it will last for the length of eternity.
Ministry time.
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