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evangelism


39. the evangelists
lifestyle
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What is it about her

that makes him listen?

in your bible read this ~

Mark chapter 1

here is your memory verse ~

Jesus said, “ The time has come. The Kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news.” 

Mark 1.15

afterwards talk about this ~

Challenge each other with the questions at the end of the lesson.

something to do before next time ~

It is time to do what Jesus did and go to a village that you have never been to, and preach there.  After prayer, go two by two or as a team together.

written diploma work ~

Look through the gospels and in Hebrews 5.7 and write a page describing the prayer life of Jesus.

meditate word by word on this verse

Hebrews 2, 3-4

Be sure to teach this lesson to others. Always pray and prepare well adding your own verses and stories to bring it to life.

Mark 1.45 says that people came to Jesus from everywhere. They did not come to church, crusades, missions or social work.  They came to Jesus. If we can discover why they came, and do the same, people will still come to Jesus from everywhere.

1. jesus welcomed the holy spirit.

Jesus listened to the Holy Spirit, 1. 9-12, obeyed and gave control of his life and ministry to the Spirit, going and doing whatever the Spirit indicated.

why is this so important?

Jesus was and is God, but when he was born he deliberately left behind all his divine power.  Phil 2.6-7. He chose to come as a vulnerable baby, not as a military commander, rich businessman or political ruler.  Jesus lived as a limited man, just like us feeling cold, hunger, thirst, joy and sadness. He also ministered as a limited man, but as a man empowered by the Holy Spirit as we can and must also do. Luke 4.18

2. jesus overcame satan’s temptations .

In the wilderness, Mark 1.13, Matthew 4. 1-11, Jesus was weak and hungry when Satan tempted him to abuse his power and turn stones into bread.  Next Satan tempted him to avoid the suffering of the cross and then Satan tempted Jesus to promote himself but Jesus said no to Satan on every occasion and chose to remain faithful to God and to his purposes. Satan went away defeated.
3. jesus put preaching high on his list.

· He said his message was good news.

· He said God's Kingdom was near.

· He said that the time had come.

· He told people to repent and believe, Mark 1.14

We often witness for Jesus quietly and lovingly through life but eventually people must be challenged to repent, to turn to God and to believe, or not.  Let no-one say that preaching is unpopular.  Miguel Diez had 3,000 listeners in the open air in Ecuador, a Pensacola, Florida church has seen 100,000 conversions in two years, and Carlos Anacondia in Argentina has seen over 8,000,000 decisions for Christ all through preaching.

4. jesus knew god's time.

Jesus worked till he was thirty years old but when Herod put John in prison, that was God’s trigger. Jesus knew his time had come. We are told to keep watch, so that we might understand when Jesus is at the door.  If we should keep one eye on God’s prophetic word, on the Church and on Israel, and one eye on world events, we will understand the times.  Mark 13.28-36, Matthew 16, 1-3.

· Noah knew the times,and built an ark.

· Moses knew the times, and led God’s people to freedom.

· Daniel knew the times,and prayed to end the exile of God’s people.

· God knew time, and sent Jesus.

· Jesus knew the time, and preached.

5. jesus called others to help him.

He did not do everything by himself, 1.16-20. Men heard the call of Christ and they obeyed without delay, left everything and followed Jesus, so enlarging the witness and sharing the workload.

· First there was only Jesus.

· Then, Jesus and 12 more.

· Then, it was the 12 and 3,000 more.

· Then the 3,000 became 5,000 Jews.

· Then people from other nations joined the movement.

· Then the gospel reached Africa and Asia, and onwards.

6. jesus showed the power of god.

· He cast a demon out, 1,25.

· He healed a malarial fever, 1. 31.

· He healed many and drove out demons, 1.33; 39.

· He healed a leper, 1.42.

Every time Jesus showed the power of God which is the love and compassion of God in action the news spread, 1.28,45, so much so that a whole town came to see him, 33, 37.

7. jesus was committed to prayer.

Jesus only ever did what he saw his Father doing, John 5.19, and to do that he made time to listen to his Father. Sometimes it was early in the morning or late at night, even all night, in private and in public. Afterwards, he knew what to do. Mark 1.35

8. jesus was committed to people.

He had the opportunity to stay in one place and become famous but Jesus wanted to go onwards to the nearby villages, to preach there also, 1.37-39. Jesus loved people, even the hard to love like the demon possessed and the sick woman and the leper.  For Jesus it was a case of commitment to reach more people with the love of God. The result was that people came to him from everywhere, and they still will.

Jesus was a man who ministered in the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said that anyone who has faith in him can not only do the same, but even greater things by the power of the same Holy Spirit whom Jesus has sent to us. 

9. some questions to consider:

· What are your plans to reach people?

· What is your commitment to prayer?

· Are you using the gifts of the Spirit?

· Are you saying yes to Jesus’ call?

· Can you see that God’s time is now?

· Is preaching a priority for you?

· Are you overcoming Satan's temptations every day by prayer, the word and by making holy decisions?

· Did you receive Holy Spirit when you first believed and are you still being filled with him every day?
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3,000,000 Mongolian people 

Animistic, Buddhist, or athesist

Maybe 1,000 new believers

Much suffering, exploitation
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