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making of the leader


70. Faithfulness
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King Saul was not faithful

Young David was
in your bible read this ~

1 Samuel 16, 1-13, 2 Sam. 7,8-11, 18-29

here is your memory verse ~

The Lord said, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart." 1 Samuel 16.7

afterwards talk about this ~

Is there a God‑anointed man today that you can unite behind to help him lead the nation to Christ?

something to do before next time ~

Read the whole story of David from 1 Samuel 16 to 2 Samuel 24, and notice especially the road to Zion, and all the stopping places

written diploma work ~

Write a one page essay on the tests of poverty, obscurity and prosperity saying where the dangers lie.

meditate word by word on this verse

Matthew 25.21
Be sure to teach this lesson to others. Always pray and prepare well adding your own verses and stories to bring it to life.

David was anointed as Israel's chosen ruler when he was a very young man but many years were to pass before he actually became king at the end of a long road to Mount Zion. In all this time God was preparing him for leadership. 

Today's leaders will also travel along this same road. Zion for us is not the hilltop in Israel, but a place of spiritual rule where we carry responsibility and see growth. Zion for us is a place where people are willing, especially the youth and where we rule over our enemies. Psalms 110, 2‑3; 48.11. The road to Zion has many stops on the way. 

1. bethlehem
David is anointed King in 1 Samuel 16,13, but he returns to the fields to begin his training for reigning. David has to learn to be faithful and Bethlehem stands for faithfulness in small things  ‑

faithful in natural things

He obeys his natural father without question, 17,17-18

faithful in private

He kills a lion and a bear, unseen and unrewarded, 17.35 

faithful in small things

David looks after a few sheep whilst awaiting his destiny. 17.28

faithfulness creates opportunity

God looks for faithfulness and with it, He creates opportunity. 1 Samuel 16, 17‑19; Psalm 75.7. News of David’s qualities had reached the palace and David's name was put forward. Promotion and success came quickly but for David, success also eventually meant Saul's anger and jealousy. 

1 Sam. 18, 5-9; 19,10-13

2. adullam.

David was now in great personal need and he escaped to the cave of Adullam.   1 Sam. 22, 1-3, and became the leader of 400 men who came to him. 

· Some were distressed people ‑ weeping with self pity!

· Some were in debt ‑ and wanted help to pay their bills!

· Some were discontented people ‑ who never stopped complaining!

David also had to care for his parents. They were all people in need who hoped that David could help them, when David actually needed help himself! On the road to Zion, one stop is always at Adullam, which is where you learn to be faithful to the needy when you are in greater need yourself. David taught them discipline and they became an army. 23.5, and he taught them respect for authority, even in a mad, ungodly King. 24.3‑7

watch out

But beware, at Adullam people may come to you to get their needs met by your faith. They may not come to help you, and when you need help later on, there is none! This is what happened to David with the people of Keilah whom he saved from certain death, 23, 1‑13. Always remember that Jesus alone meets every need, your own and those of the people. Always point the needy people to him.

3. ziklag.
David was living in Ziklag at a time when his faith in God's promise was shaky. One day when the men returned Ziklag was on fire, and all the wives and children had been taken. David's angry men talked about killing him! 1 Samuel 30.1‑6

At Ziklag David learned to be faithful to God in total loss, of faith, family and friends. David, “encouraged himself in the Lord," and his lowest point actually became his turning point.

4. hebron.

Here David learns to be faithful in relationships with other anointed men who were experienced soldiers and mighty men in their own right. 1 Chron. 11 and 12

They recognised God’s anointing, authority and vision in David, so instead of pursuing their own careers or ‘ministries,’ they came determined to make David the king of all Israel. After the Adullam experience David asked them three heart‑searching questions:

1. Have you come in peace?

2. Have you come to help me?

3. Have you come to unite with me?

     1 Chronicles 12.17‑18

When they entered into unity the anointing and the provision increased. 1 Chron. 11,3; 12, 39‑40. Seven years later, together they conquered the mocking Jebusites, took Mount Zion and brought in God's Kingdom rule, 2 Samuel 5,6‑12.

5. zion, the journey's end.

Zion is all about faithfulness in ruling, in a Christ-like manner, neither dominating, nor manipulating the people.

David did well but rule brought David many tests of faithfulness that he did not always pass: He brought back the Ark the wrong way, and a man died. He greatly sinned with Bathsheba, and her husband and a baby died. His son Absalom led a rebellion, and he and many others died. 

the hardest test of all

On the road to Zion you may suffer poverty but you are safe because you stay close to Jesus. You may suffer the frustration of obscurity but you do everything for Jesus and stay safe from pride. In Zion though the hardest test of all awaits every leader, and many men fail. In Zion there is prosperity and praise and strangely enough because of that leaders can and do forget Jesus, and fall.

Bethlehem, be faithful in small things.

Adullam, be faithful to the needy.

Ziklag, be faithful in total loss.

Hebron, be faithful in relationships.

Zion, be faithful to God in ruling.
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