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16.  a cell
church
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Friends of God, each other

and the people around
in your bible read this ~

Acts 10, 22-48

here is your memory verse ~

They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.  Acts 2.46,47.

afterwards talk about this ~

If persecution came to your district what would happen to your church? What can you do to safeguard the people?

something to do before next time ~

Organise one friendly cell style meeting with some food and friendship in one of your homes. Invite the people from the street and see how many come.  Tell them that someone will speak for five minutes to explain how he or she came to know Christ. See how many come!

written diploma work ~

Write a 2 page essay describing the long term effect upon the church when it became the official church in 321 AD and inherited all those temples and robes.

meditate word by word on this verse

1 Corinthians 14.26

Be sure to teach this lesson to others. Always pray and prepare well adding your own verses and stories to bring it to life.

An evangelist tells the story that his campaigns in an African city were so blessed that the only way he could handle the converts was to shout, ”Christians in such and such a district raise your hands. New believers, if you live in this district, meet together next Sunday in the houses of these people.” And he went on shouting out names and directing people. He said it was the only way of keeping such a big harvest safe.  What he did was to organise what we call the Cell Church.  

What would you do if crowds suddenly decided to follow Jesus?  Where would you find the money for new buildings?

1. the church in acts was a cell church  

The church did not have any buildings until it became the official church of the Roman Empire in 321 AD. Then it took over all the pagan temples and priestly robes, and has had them ever since.

Acts 2.46 tells us that the early church met together every day in Jewish temple courts in Jerusalem to worship God.  They also broke bread in homes, and ate together with glad hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of the people. The church was in the street with the people, not yet hidden away inside religious buildings.

2. why cell churches do so well
1. Cell church usually have 5 to 15 people.  This means that everyone is known and genuinely missed if away.

2. Cell church means that every member has a role like music, organising, teaching, leading prayer, cooking, or looking after children.  The joy of serving is not just in the hands of a few chosen ‘professional’ clergy or leaders.

3. Cell church means that people should never feel lonely in church as the community setting brings them into the bosom of the family of God.

4. Cell church is a natural setting for teaching with all the freedom and life of a small group.

5. Cell church meetings are a great place for people to practice their spiritual gifts in the non-threatening atmosphere of home with a friendly leader and the Christian family to encourage and help.

6. Cell church means that neighbours who would never go into a church building might discover Jesus where He loves to be, among people. With cell church the scope for different kinds of creative evangelism in the home is unlimited.

7. Cell church allows the gifted ministers to travel to help equip other believers.

8. In Cell church growth is fast and never limited by lack of money for buildings.  When a group grows beyond say, 16 people, it multiplies into 2 homes or rented rooms, each with its own leader.  They will soon grow to 15 each and multiply again.

9. Cell church means more prayer, because more people will pray in small groups, and they can meet anytime.  This is better than the weekly prayer in one place which many never get to for work reasons. 

10. Cell church means that sick or needy people can be prayed for quickly without having wait for the pastor.

3. cells, congregations and

     celebrations
A cell church has no central building that it owns and pays for, or a big meeting every Sunday because the cells are the church. No central records are kept, so in perse-cution names cannot be found, buildings cannot be burned, congregations cannot be found and killed en masse as happened in Rwanda. The church is safer. 

All the cells, leaders and people alike should come together from time to time in a rented location like a big hall or stadium, for a celebration, and all the cells in a zone could meet as a congregation say once or maybe twice a month.  

The oversight needs to meet with their cell leaders on a regular basis, and the oversight should visit each cell regularly.

4. what do you do in a cell church?

The goal is to be friends of God through the Acts 2.42 model of being devoted to the word of God, prayer, breaking of bread and fellowship, then friends of each other, then focused on being friends with the people in the street so they discover that God’s love is not a million miles away.

remember to embrace 4 w’s

Welcome - you to me, me to you.

Worship - us to God.

Word - God released to us, through the Bible, spiritual gifts, prayer and personal ministry to each other.

Witness - God through us to others.

5. starting a cell church
It is very easy for missionaries to organise cell church simply by having the first meeting in a home and growing in cells. 

It is more difficult to change an existing traditional church structure because cell church empowers the people to care and evangelise and this can be quite upsetting for professional paid ministers. The change can be quite demanding upon settled and comfortable people as well, but if God directs the change it will be worth the effort.

how to change to cell church

· There needs to be adequate lead-in time, prayer, a plan, and agreement.

· Choose cell leaders and assistants for humility, servant heart and loyalty.

· Train them beforehand in pastoral skills, and how to run a small group. They need to know the extent of their authority and what to do in difficulty.

· Divide the district into zones, each one with a dedicated area leader.

· Divide each zone into cells, each with a chosen leader and people.

· Select a time to meet, make a start.

· Review progress frequently.
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